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ECS Cadet Testing Policy
Progression through the CAP Cadet Program is accomplished by completing a series of achievements and milestones. These achievements and milestones each have specific requirements that must be met for successful completion.  Most, but not all, require that the cadet pass a multiple choice written Leadership test and a multiple choice Aerospace test. All achievements require participation in one Moral Leadership/Character Development seminar and all achievements and milestones require successful completion of Cadet Physical Fitness Testing. Some achievements have additional requirements not related to testing. These are addressed in the Cadet Promotions letter which is available in the "Cadets' Area" on the squadron website. Many of the achievements and all milestones earn the cadet a promotion in grade.

Written Testing: Written testing opportunities for Leadership and Aerospace tests are provided at least once per month. Check the events calendar on the squadron website for specific testing dates. Cadets may take only one Leadership and/or Aerospace test on any testing day. Retakes for failed tests must be done on another testing day. Cadets may not "bank" tests. This means that cadets may not test beyond their next achievement. Example: A Cadet Airman my take tests for his next achievement, which is Cadet Airman First class, but may not take tests for Cadet Senior Airman.

A cadet cannot be promoted more often that every two months or approximately every 60 days. This "time in grade" requirement must be met before a cadet can be promoted even though he/she may have completed all other requirements for a promotion. Example: A cadet promotes to Cadet Airman on 1 June.  The cadet completes all requirements for the next achievement and promotion to Cadet Airman First Class by 25 June. The cadet cannot be promoted to Airman First Class until two months from his last promotion, which was 1 June. The promotion to Airman Fist Class will be effective on approximately 1 August. At that time, the cadet can begin completing the requirements for his/her next achievement and promotion.

Cadets should know the requirements for each achievement to be certain that they test in a timely manner and participate in Moral Leadership and Cadet Physical Fitness Testing at the first opportunity to complete them. This will prevent delays in promotions. Achievement requirements may be found in CAPR 52-16, "Cadet Program Administration", Figure 2-1.
In order to test, cadet must be in uniform and report formally to the Testing Officer at the designated testing time. Cadets must also have their CAPID Card. Cadets arriving late for testing may not be allowed to test. After reporting to the Testing Officer, cadets are required to stand at attention and recite the Cadet Oath from memory. The cadet will be given the appropriate test booklet and a blank answer sheet and should proceed to the designated testing area. Before beginning the test, the cadet should complete all of the information at the top of the answer sheet including the achievement name or test number in the appropriate box. This is important since the Testing Officer will use this information to select the correct answer key for grading the test. 
No talking is allowed in the testing area and no other type of communication is allowed among cadets taking tests. No marks should be made on or in the test booklet. Tests are multiple choice or True/False and are un-timed, closed book tests.  READ THE QUESTIONS CAREFULLY AND STUDY ALL AVAILABLE ANSWER CHOICES BEFORE MARKING AN ANSWER! Pencil is preferred for marking the answer sheet but pen is acceptable. If a cadet wishes to change an answer, they should erase the old answer and pencil in the new one. If a pen is used or if erasure is not complete, mark an "X" through the old answer and fill in the new one. If two answers are marked for a question, the question will be graded as incorrect. When finished, take the test booklet and answer sheet and hand it to the Testing Officer. DO NOT place the finished test and booklet on the counter. It must be delivered to the testing officer personally. Tests will be graded and results posted later in the meeting.
If time permits, cadets may be allowed to take a second test if they desire. Remember that only one Leadership test and/or one Aerospace test may be taken in a day. The Testing Officer is the final authority in determining eligibility for any tests and will determine if sufficient time is available to take a second test on any testing night. Generally, no tests will be started after 6:45 PM.
The Curry, Arnold, and Rickenbacker achievements also have a drill test requirement. When possible the Testing Officer will arrange for the drill test to be administered on the same night as the written test for these achievements.

Cadet Physical Fitness Testing (CPFT): CPFT is normally offered once per month. Check the events calendar on the squadron website for availability of CPFT testing. On CPFT nights, testing begins promptly at 6:30 PM and cadets arriving late may not be able to complete testing. Since this testing is usually offered only once each month, cadets should make every effort to attend and to be on time. 

CPFT consists of four events - Sit and Reach, Curl-ups (sit-ups), push-ups, and the timed shuttle run.  In order to pass CPFT, cadets must successfully complete the shuttle run with the time limit for their age and current achievement and must successfully complete two of the other three events. These standards are found in CAPP 52-18, Cadet Physical Fitness Program. If a cadet fails to complete the shuttle run and two of the other three events, they will be required to re-take the entire CPFT on the next CPFT testing day. Cadets do not receive partial credit for passed events if they do not pass the entire test. Except in cases of medical restriction, cadets must attempt all four parts of CPFT
IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE IN CPFT, CADETS MUST BRING AND WEAR ATHLETIC SHOES DURING CPFT. NO SHOES - NO TESTING! 

Testing and the Cadet of the Quarter Program: Both written and CPFT testing are important factors in determining the squadron's Cadet of the Quarter. For written testing, more points are earned by making a high score on the first attempt of a particular test. Failed tests are averaged with passed re-takes and this usually results in a lower score and fewer points. Each time a cadet takes and passes CPFT, they earn 10 points toward Cadet of the Quarter. This is to encourage cadets to complete CPFT each time it is offered rather than just when they need it to complete an achievement.
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