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Civil Air Patrol is the civilian auxiliary of

the United States Air Force. Peaks and Planes
is the official publication of the Colorado
Wing of Civil Air Patrol.

It is published three times a year by the
Colorado Wing Public Affairs Staff.

Peaks and Planes is published by a private
firm which is not associated with the
Department of the Air Force or Civil Air
Patrol Corporation. The appearance of
advertisements for products and services, as
well as supplements and inserts found in this
magazine, does not constitute endorsement by
the United States Air Force or Civil Air Patrol
Corporation.

Colorado Wing Commander
Col. John Rhoades, CAP

Peaks and Planes Editor-In-Chief
Lt. Col. Mike Daniels, CAP

Article submissions are always welcome.
Please send them in Microsoft Word format

to Lt. Col. Mike Daniels, Peaks and Planes

at mdaniels @cap.gov. Attach photos (in jpeg
format) to your email and make certain to
include full caption information for each photo
at the end of your article.

Article Submissions- Next Issue Submission
Deadline: January 15, 2024

Headquarters

Colorado Wing, Civil Air Patrol

135 Dover St., Bldg. 350, Suite 2025
Colorado Springs, CO 80914

Phone: 719-556-2327
WWW.COWg.cap.gov

COVER: Practice fosters excellence. Civil Air
Patrol cadets help the U.S. Air Force Academy
photographer practice timing of the Air Force
Thunderbirds flyover and the academy gradua-
tion ceremony hat toss. The CAP cadets involved
are from our Colorado Wing’s Air Academy
Cadet Squadron and Pikes Peak Composite
Squadron.
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Commander’s Comments

Col. John Rhoades, CAP
Commander, Colorado Wing

This will be my final time to
speak with you as your Wing
Commander and I wanted to
let you know that it has been
an honor and privilege to serve
with you over the last four
years. To say that the last four
years have been challenging
1s an understatement, but I am
very proud of all that we have
accomplished.

Three months after taking
command, COVID drastically
disrupted every aspect of our lives. What originally started as
a few weeks to flatten the curve, led to lockdowns, disruptions
and worst of all, the loss of those close to us. Throughout the
pandemic, the Colorado Wing persevered and our members’
innovation was crucial to our continued operation. That
operation was necessary when called upon to deliver critical
supplies to our rural hospitals resulting in countless lives
being saved.

We made dramatic changes in the way we operated as a wing.
We onboarded a new wing administrator and reorganized our
financial processes. We made drastic changes in operations
that focused on aligning with the state and expanding our
outreach to SAR organizations. That all paid off just a few
weeks ago when an aircrew from the Black Sheep Squadron
located three lost campers, earning the wing’s first saves in
many years.

Our cadet program is running stronger than ever. We have
been producing Mitchell, Earhart, Eaker and Spaatz cadets
at a record pace. Whether it’s chairing the National Cadet
Advisory Council, leading National Cadet Special Activities
or winning National Cadet of the Year, our cadets are excel-
ling and our cadet program is recognized as one of the top
in the country. A special thanks goes out to all our senior
members who step up to help with the cadet program. You
all create the environment that allows our cadets to thrive.

I am happy that Lt. Col. Mike Fay has been selected to

Continued on page 3 . . .
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Commander s Comments,

Cont. from page 1

succeed me as your next Wing
Commander. He has been in the
middle of everything over the
last four years and has extensive
experience that will serve him
greatly as he moves into the role.
I thank you all for the hard work
over the last four years and am
excited to see what the wing will
accomplish under Lt. Col. Fay’s
leadership. I wish everyone the
best and look forward to getting
together at our wing conference
next month.

Peaks and Planes

Next Colorado Wing
Commander Selected

AUGUST 13, 2023 - The Rocky Mountain Region Commander,
Col. Jason R. Hess has selected Lt. Col. Michael S. Fay as the next
Colorado Wing Commander. Col. Fay will assume command on 23
September 2023 with a Change of Command ceremony taking place
at the Colorado Wing Conference being held in Thornton, Colorado.

Col. Fay has been a member of the Civil Air Patrol since 2006 where
he has served in numerous capacities at the squadron, group, and
wing levels to include Commander and Deputy Commander, Safety
Officer, Education and Training Officer, Aerospace Education Officer,
and most recently the Colorado Wing Chief of Staff and Director of
Cadet Programs. Professionally, Col. Fay is an engineer contracted to
Northrop Grumman, working on various defense department projects
as well as a local golf coach. Col. Fay is a well-known champion of
the Cadet Program within the Colorado Wing.

Col. Fay will be replacing Col. John Rhoades, who has been serving
as Commander since October 2019. We thank Col. Rhoades for his
excellent service and leadership these past four years, creating numer-
ous successes as well as maintaining high level of operational success
during the challenging pandemic.

Col. Fay and best of luck in your new Command!

Summer 2023
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he founder of Bugles Across America has been in CAP most of his life. He is Tom Day and
was in DC to get the Congressional Gold Medal with many CAP members. Tom’s dad
Col Joe Day was the founder of CAP in the Chicago area.
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708-484-9029

1824 S. Cuyler A! Vs Benwyn, I 60402
| www.buglecallorgfe www.BuglesAcrossAmefica:org




CAP WING CONFERENCES HELP YOU TO CONNECT, NETWORK,
BUILD RELATIONSHIPS, LEARN & ADVANCE!

REGISTER NOW!
2023 COLORADO WING CONFERENCE & CHANGE OF COMMAND!

September 22-24, 2023
Friday, Sept 22: Registration, Meet, Socialize and PICK UP CONFERENCE SWAG!
Saturday, Sept 23: Main conference, Banquet, Change of Command, and Cadet Dance
Sunday, Sept 24: Wing Commander's Call with New Commander

The 2023 COWG Conference will be held at the Double Tree by Hilton in Thornton at |-25
and 120th at 83 East 120th Ave., Thornton, CO.

TICKET PRICING:

Full Conference including all Sessions, Workshops, Banquet & Cadet Dance
with Event Brite fee: $172.57

Conference Sessions and Workshops Only with Event Brite fee: $135.23
Conference Banquet Only with Event Brite fee: $55.20

Conference Cadet Dance Only with Event Brite fee: $44.52

Register and Purchase Tickets at the Colorado Wing Event Brite page:
https://www.eventbrite.com/../2023-colorado-wing..

COWG has arranged for a block of rooms at a discounted rate for Sept 22-24,
SPECIAL COWG CONFERENCE HOTEL ROOM RATES
King Room $139/ Double Occupancy 5149

RESERVE ROOMS HERE:

https:/Swww.hilton.com/en/book freservation /deeplink Pctyhocn=DENTNDT&groupCode=C
DTCIVEarrivaldate=2023-09-22 &departuredate=2023-09-

24&cid=0MWW HILTONLIN K.EN DirectLink&romld=HILTONLIN KDIRECT
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COWG Supports Colorado Air National
Guard’s 100th Anniversary

Photos by Maj. Jen Knellinger, CAP, RMR XO and
Capt. Elaine Stewart, CAP, Mile Hi Squadron Commander

On Saturday, May 7th, COWG's Mile High Cadet Squadron members manned a Colorado Civil Air Patrol
Info and recruiting booth and the COWG had a static display of a CAP Cessna 206 aircraft on the tarmac at
the 140th Wing Colorado Air National Guard's 100th Anniversary Celebration of Colorado Military Aviation
event at Buckley Space Force Base. As attendees visited the CAP aircraft static display, Maj. Rob Yusko,
COWG Director of Operations and CAP Mission Pilot and Maj. Jen Knellinger, CAP Mission Observer
and Aerial Photographer answered questions about the aircraft and what we do when we fly missions.

Peaks and Planes Summer 2023
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9169 Kendrick St., Arvada

3430 Tower Rd., Aurora

23990 E. Smokey Hill Rd., Aurora
21609 E. Quincy Ave., Aurora

2360 S. Chambers Rd., Aurora

1036 S. 1st St., Bennett

163 S. 50th Ave., Brighton

8875 W. 116th Cir., Broomfield

5715 New Abby Ln., Castle Rock
15787 E. Arapahoe Rd., Centennial
1352 Interquest Parkway, Colorado Springs
4395 Integrity Center Pt., Colorado Springs
10489 Chambers Rd., Commerce City
5871 W. 44th Ave., Denver

8940 E. Hampden Ave., Denver
4970 Central Park Blvd., Denver
2001 Federal Blvd., Denver

2925 Mountain View Blvd., Erie
7105 Old Meridian Rd., Falcon

5920 Firestone Blvd., Firestone

7990 Fountain Mesa Rd., Fountain
7005 W. 10th St., Greeley

945 Sgt. Jon Stiles Dr., Highlands Ranch
845 N. U.S. Hwy. 287, Lafayette
13331 W. Bowles Ave., Littleton

633 S. Emery St., Longmont

184 W. 64th St., Loveland

16030 Old Forest Pt., Monument
11265 S. Pikes Peak Dr., Parker

800 E. 88th Ave., Thornton

4560 Weitzel St., Timnath

1650 Main St., Windsor
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COME IN AND SEE US!

303-727-0199
303-371-0666
720-870-9008
303-632-7956
303-755-7277
720-420-6302
303-659-3187
303-466-1676
720-484-5659
720-870-3201
Opening Soon
719-596-1161
303-287-4159
303-477-4336
720-328-5793
720-639-2693
303-455-9424
720-502-5244
719-325-2993
720-684-6556
719-382-4060
970-353-0155
303-471-1512
303-952-9941
303-798-4071
303-485-2345
970-342-2046
719-487-3319
303-840-0420
303-288-9053
970-493-9585
970-460-3238
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CONTINUE YOUR
CAREER OF SERVICE

Explore job opportunities at the
Larimer County Sheriff's Office & write
the next chapter in your career of service

Sheriff John Feyen
and staff thank the
Civil Air Patrol
for your service
to the citizens of
Larimer County
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http://www.larimer.org/sheriff/recruiting
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COLORADOCAPFOUNDATION.ORG

Proud to recognize the Civil
: Air Patrol and celebrate

=Y their passion for community,
S Y safety and security.

simplot.com

N

SUMMIT COUNTY
Sy, ~ e Sheriff’s Office
: T Jaime FitzSimons & Staff
A e i Proudly support the lifesaving efforts
— - of our Civil Air Patrol. Their dedication
to search and rescue is greatly appreciated.
Commercial Aviation Keep up the great work!
General Aviation Il 970-453-2232 | SummitCountyCo.gov
ﬂ ilitary Operations A 501 N. Park Avenue « Breckenridge, CO

FLYCO® L0 8
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Broomfield Composite Squadron
Represents RMR at NCC

Congratulations to the amazing COWG and RMR champion Broomfield Composite Squadron Cadet
Competition Team and though they didn't come away with a national cadet competition trophy, they proudly
represented the Rocky Mountain Region and Colorado Wing. Special shout out to Cadet Technical Sgt. Sadie
Schwartz for being a top finisher in the individual category for the Cadet Physical Fitness Test at the NCC.

The RMR COWG Broomfield Composite Squadron's NCC team photo of members taken aboard the USAF
C-17 that transported the team to Ohio for the competition (left to right) are:

Cadet Chief Master Sgt. Kaia Pope, Cadet Master Sgt. Abigail Barreaux, Cadet Chief Master Sgt. Mateo
Pope, 2nd Lt. Sarah Marble, Cadet Technical Sgt. Sadie Schwartz, 1st Lt. Roger Stafford, Cadet 2nd Lt.
Gavin Carter and Cadet Capt. Micah Jungling.

Peaks and Planes Summer 2023
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Y Calden Colorada

Chief Blaine Hall & 5taff salute the courage and
dedication of the men and women in Civil Air Patrol.
Your hard work and dedication to saving lives is
especially appreciated,
“That Others May Live"
434 South 1st Street, Montrose
9T0-252-5200

PROPELLERS

_e-mail: rockyprop@rockyprop.com

* f g http://www.rockyprop.com _ X

AMINVENTORY
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© McCAULEY . rﬁ'
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WARRANTY

Avionics and Aircraft Parts & Supplies

| 800-462-7605
- ® Facrory TRAINED
ei TECHNICIANS
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN
PROPELLERS, INC.

Avionics Testing, Repair & Overhaul
Sales & Installations
Autopilots ¢ Panels

2865 Airport Drive * Erie, CO 80516
Fax: 303-665-7164
FAA/JAA CRS FROR545N

GOVERNORS
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2550 State Avenue
Alamosa, CO 81101

719-589-6777

www.depotavionics.com
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COWG Members Visit Air Force
Special Ops Aircrew and Tour MC-130

48 COWG members from 14 squadrons located throughout Colorado had the opportunity to explore and
learn about the AFSOC MC-130 aircraft that were temporarily at Peterson SFB on Saturday, July 15th
thanks to the efforts of USAFA ALO Maj Adam Teach who reached out to the COWG extending an offer
to come out to Peterson SFB to visit the aircraft and meet the aircrew.

Lt Col Neil Jesse, USAFR, US Air Force Academy Admissions Liaison Officer Outreach Flight Lead, said,
"It was absolutely our pleasure to host, and major kudos go to Maj Teach for envisioning, coordinating and
orchestrating this event! Special shout out to the AFSOC folks that took the time out of their busy day to
talk to us all in the auditorium. The excellent discussions and amazing videos really "put us in the cockpit"
of their mission. After the weather cleared up, the detailed walk through of the aircraft was an extra special
treat. Glad to have these brave men and women performing this service to our country 24/7!"

Maj Adam Teach, a USAFA ALO, is an Air Force pilot and is connected to the 15th Special Operations
Squadron at Hurlburt Field, FL. The 15th SOS crew was in the central Colorado area for training and support
events and Maj Teach identified a potential opportunity for any interested audiences to have a tour of their
MC-130's and hear from them face-to-face about their mission. The members of the Colorado Wing Civil
Air Patrol immediately came to mind and the activity was scheduled, planned and coordinated.

Peaks and Planes Summer 2023
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AIR CARRIER #JOWA797K

We Are Proud 1o
Support The Colorado
Civil Air Patrol.
Keep Up The Good Work!

232 F Street o Salida, CO
(719) 648-6811

www.coloradobyair.com

161 East 26th St. e RIFLE, CO
970.625.4868

| ARMETRONG

A LODCHMER COMPANY
VAL GF QW AR FRCUIED N THE FUTIMET

S

ACE

Hardware

s [raser Valley Hardware

425 Zerex ¢ Fraser, CO
(970) 726-5000

We Saluteg and Support Civil dir Patrol!
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CAP Day at The Capitol

By Col. Gary Tobey, CAP
COWG Govt. Relations Advisor

COWG was well represented at the Colorado State Capitol Building on Thursday, February 16, 2023, for
CAP Day at the Capitol. Cadet 1st Lt. Augustus Joshua from the Valkyrie Cadet Squadron led the Pledge
of Allegiance in the House Chamber.

There was a Color Guard from the Colorado Military Academy Cadet Squadron including Cadet Officer
in Charge Capt. Felisha Jimenez and the Color Guard members Cadet Senior Master Sgt. Lenyce Hanson,
Cadet Master Sgt. Stefania Nesmith, Cadet Master Sgt. Idalis Suraj Persad, Cadet Senior Airman Samantha
Lopez and Cadet Senior Airman Amarriah Sims as well as Cadet Public Affairs Officer Cadet Chief Master
Sgt. Aloena Magat.

COWG Senior Member Officers seated on the House Floor on behalf of Colorado Wing Commander,
Col. John Rhoades, included Col. John Buschmann, former COWG Commander, Lt. Col. Nicole Roberts,
Commander of the Colorado Military Academy Cadet Squadron, and Lt. Col. Chuck Sellers, COWG Grp
4 Commander.

COWG Senior Member Officers seated on the
Senate Floor on behalf of COWG Commander Col.
John Rhoades, included Col Gary Tobey, COWG
Govt. Relations Advisor & former COWG and
RMR Commander, Lt. Col. Thom Scheffel, COWG
Asst. Govt. Relations Advisor and Maj. Helen Gray,
Mustang Cadet Squadron.

As the Senate session opened, Senator, Maj. Kevin
Van Winkle, CAP, Deputy Commander of the
Colorado Legislative Squadron made this comment
on the floor of the Colorado Senate: "And to put a
human face on what Civil Air Patrol does, I recog-
nize Maj. Helen Gray, seated right over here. She
is the proud mother of Major Byron Gray of the
United States Air Force. Byron was a CAP cadet in
the Mustang Cadet Squadron just a few years ago.
Now, if you will remember the chaotic exodus from
Kabul, Afghanistan, and the massive C-17 transport
planes saving people—and that aircraft which took

House of Representatives included (left to right) Cadet off with people falling off the landing gear. Byron

Senior Master Sgt. Lenyce Hanson, Cadet Master Sgt. W3S the pilot of the C-17 that_followed that alrcrgft in
Stefania Nesmith, Cadet Senior Airman Samantha Kabul. These cadets and Major Helen Gray continue

Lopez, Cadet Senior Airman Amarriah Sims. Photo to serve."
by Lt. Col. Nicole Roberts. CAP, Colorado Military
Academy Commander

COWG Color Guard that presented the colors in the

Peaks and Planes Summer 2023
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EAGLE COUNTY
Regional Airport
Our Staff and Management are proud
to salute Civil Air Patrol for their
ongoing search and rescue missions!
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wwwe ARIVERSEQUIPMENT .com
719-537-6551
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You're Always Vigilant!
We're Always Big Fans!

Thank you for serving during crises,
supporting our nation and saving lives, Thank
you for mentering and motivating our youth,

Thank vou for training and taking charge.

We Salute You .. Now and Forever!

Layman Lewis
Financial Grop

5401 Stane Creek Circle, Suite 201
Lovedand, C0 B0538

GrOSE 1225

irfoal apmanbowis.com
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The Senate

of
The Colorado Legislature

Convened in the First Regular Session of the
Seventy-Fourth General Assembly

Hereby extends heartiest commendation to:

Colorado Wing Civil_Air Patrol

The members of the Colorado Senate are proud to extend commendation to Colorado
Wing Croil Avr Patrol Crnl Air Patrol is the Congressionally chartered US Air Force
Auwxiliary, and the Colorado Wing has served Colorado since 1942. Today, it fias 889

unpaid adult volunteers and 1,112 cadets serving the state in various programs.
Recently, the Colorado Wing has served in providing COVID relief, and assisting
FEMA, state and local agencies during floods and wildfires with asrial photograpihy
and assistance in damage assessment. It stands ready to support citizens. In 2022 CA®
participated in search operations resulting in 9 frves saved, 21 successful finds, and 2 air
defense intercept and evaluation missions. The Colorado Senate would likg to express
deep gratitude to the members of the Colorado Wing of CAP for their service to the
people of Colorado and the nation.

On request o {Sﬂnﬂﬁﬂf Kevin Van Winkle
gum this 16" Day of February 2023

State Capﬂm'; Denver, Colorado

y/. P
*Ftovke Fenberg
Fresadent of the Semale

Peaks and Planes Summer 2023
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Compliments
of a friend...
supporting
Colorado
Civil Air Patrol!

Archuleta Comyhimort | PPitch ey W 2T 7
in Pagosa Springs, CO Trucking Inc. to the f“rﬂ’tu

(970) 493-0636
3801 Royal Drive
Fort Collins, CO 80526

,4:

Pitcher Trucking Inc. was starting in r—-“’
1971 by Tom and Sam Pitcher in Ft. ( r.-'ﬂtr.ﬂ C ”h ]md”
Collins, Colorado. We specialize in
Fly in for a visit... all of your dry-bulk needs including;

fo rada 9, fo r a4 weekend. ca/a'um{ cement, fly ash, hydrated //_me, www.buenavistaairport.com
quicklime and more! We also provide

0y bot . flat-bed and dry-van services. —

JULD DGRV Find us on Facebook!

1 /
dnd spectdcular views. PI'OlId to be a part Uf the www.facebook.com/BuenaVista.Airport/

970_73 1 _3060 lifesaving efforts of our Buena Vista, Colorado 81211

Civil Air Patrol! 719-395-3496

20


http://www.buenavistaairport.com
http://www.facebook.com/pitcher.trucking/

State of Colorado

The Senate and Houge of Vepresentatibes

Cantenecd in the
Sebentp -fourth General Assemblp

Wecely cxtends giiwcere commenbations o the

Coferada Wing of Civif i Patol
M&ME*WH&&#*WM“M&M“#MIhmm.mndﬁm#,’l-
phady gy FFE sl taday by maaly 900 { il gl and saen IO ety sruming e sinls in smenponoy e a—
M*%MﬂHMMhMW.HM“HMMMhMWHM
wfiafl aaal e arsdaibag T HET and sals asd Faced ageani dandag Cabmada flasds o mifdlhes b sl plespuapliy s o el
.l-ﬁu#ﬂ-ﬂ-h-hiﬁghr-ﬁnﬂﬂhMMMMMhMMHﬂMHﬁJMMﬂMM
acsass i saiian, Tha Calsads [ag i. Pl nioons i ooy slluoatiens and b 2077 pasdiclpail b sosol apreiisns sauliing b P Lo
saweal amd M ssccsosful fnals, ﬂﬂﬁ%ﬂﬂ“m“%%mumhhﬂum
o petitinns ot thy matiansd bowot. Cadn Catoanl Jomas Fanes, coplois of e cple nam, i (I 3022 Vatlswal Cadet of the e, Cadets prawide caleu guasds
[ ool e xtatz armad penmd HMHWMH&HMMMMH%&&HHMM
el gmbifaoenies b digl aollaal. Tha CIF 5 s pace Fducatios Pageum ks an ownsing samsloof sbudols in soleals nosae s Colassds by smplaicieg
e anation and spacd cemaraien e edimcr, Terdnalrgy, moih, gaereesd, ned dnssesics, Sl Epfmols Gl Maemadly ropwer derp guatinde fe e
wpndons f e Colasacds Wiag af Ciesll s Paxtnal fom thait soumics ta tla poopls of Polasadls nnd tle nation.

@n renuest of Bepregentatior Balna Michaclson Tenel and Senator Eevin Pan Winkle
@ inen this 16th bap of Februaep, 2023 Sare Capitol, Benber, Colorzbo

A :
Lo 50,
Birpten Fentirg-drfiben of e Benatr Fier feClunhiv, Fersher of br Basar s hrarrsretains

Colorado CAP Assists Division of
Aeronautics with Airport Directory

In early February, Lt. Col. Chad Grondahl, Pikes
Peak Squadron Commander and Lt. Col. John
Baker, RMLR CAP-USAF Commander stopped by
the offices of the Colorado Division of Aeronautics
at Colorado Air and Space Port to pick up boxes
of the Division’s Colorado Airport Directory and
Aeronautical Chart in the wing’s Gippsland GA-8
Airvan. Colorado CAP was instrumental in helping
Shahn Sederberg of the Division of Aeronautics
finish the aerial photos for the Division’s airport
directory.

Peaks and Planes Summer 2023
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Colorado Cadet Chooses Air Force
Academy from 3 Appointments

CAP.news

Cadet 2nd Lt. William H. Chen’s academic achieve-
ments left him with even more potential paths to
choose from than most graduating high school
seniors face as they head into the summer.

The Colorado Wing cadet, after all,
had to choose from appointments to
the U.S. Air Force, U.S. Military,
and U.S. Navy academies as well -
as acceptances to Study blology Cadet 2nd Lt. William H. Chen
at UCLA and at Texas A&M and

biomedical engineering at Northwestern University, along with full-ride scholarships from Air Force ROTC
and Navy ROTC.

Chen wound up going with the Air Force Academy. During cadet basic t\: j
training he served as guidon bearer for the Flying Tigers Squadron’s
Charlie Flight.

U S AR FORCE

Chen has been a Civil Air Patrol member since November 2016, when he ACADEMY
joined the Mustang Cadet Squadron less than a month after turning 12.

A X :
ai!'g#'q Dﬁﬁ'ﬂh

L
r

In addition to his nearly seven years in CAP, Chen was
involved with 4-H Shooting Sports, the Boy Scouts of
America (STEM Scouts, Scouting, Venturing, and Sea
Scouts), and the U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps.

He achieved the rank of Eagle Scout and was also a NRA
Distinguished Expert in Rifle, NRA Expert in Pistol, and
Sea Cadet petty officer second class.

He served as a flight commander for the Mustang
squadron and was a member of the team that competed
in the 2022 National Cadet Competition after winning
performances at the Colorado Wing and Rocky Mountain
Region levels.

As a student at Cherry Creek High School, he competed
on the football, swim, volleyball, and track and field
teams.

Chen graduated with a grade-point average of 4.474 after

Leading the way

Cadet 2nd Lt. William H. Chen serves as guidon taking a dozen Advanced Placement courses. He also
bearer for the Flying Tigers Squadron’s Charlie attended summer seminars at the Naval, Air Force, and
Flight during cadet basic training at the Air Force U.S. Coast Guard academies.

Academy.
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Outgoing 1st Air Force Commander
Flies with CAP

CAP.NEWS

After a distinguished 35-year career
in the U.S. Air Force, the first 1st
Air Force commander to officially
fly with Civil Air Patrol is retiring.

Lt. Gen. Kirk Pierce will step down
March 31 from his post as commander, Continental
U.S. North American Aerospace Defense Command
Region, 1st Air Force (Air Forces Northern and Air
Forces Space), in a change of command with his
successor.

Pierce retires with more than 5,000 flight hours in
a variety of Air Force aircraft, along with Civil Air
Patrol’s Cessna 182T at Tyndall Air Base, Florida,
and Cessna 206 at Maxwell Air Force Base. Tyndall
is home to First Air Force and Maxwell to CAP
National Headquarters.

. ) Pilot preparations
Flying with CAP began nearly two years ago, andhe  pijerce checks out the CAP aircraft's cockpit before
has already accumulated about 140 hours of flight  takeoff.

time in the Air Force auxiliary’s Cessnas.

“It gives me a great opportunity to get out and fly,” Pierce said. “I went out and flew with the Civil Air
Patrol [CAP-USAF] team in Colorado Springs, which was awesome! It’s a big part of our command, and
I’m really excited about doing it.”

Like the true leader he is, Pierce didn’t skip any steps despite his rank.

"I went through all the training, took a check ride, and did a mission check in it, so I'm no different than
anybody else,” he said, describing the opportunity as “a side benefit” of commanding First Air Force,
which oversees Civil Air Patrol.

“We have three aircraft out in front of our headquarters — a CAP 182, an F-15, and an F-16 — and as far
as I can tell I'm the only one that has had a mission check in all three of those aircraft,” he said.

Even though the aircraft Pierce has flown in the Air Force, primarily trainers and fighters, and CAP planes
are quite different, “flying is flying,” Pierce said.

“It’s having a crosscheck and thinking ahead of the plane, watching the weather and watching things that
change,” he explained. “Every time you get complacent, that’s when something changes significantly,
especially on the ground like a taxiway, or weather happens. Whatever, it’s the same skillset, just different
speeds.”

What is the significance of the general’s time in CAP aircraft?

Peaks and Planes Summer 2023
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“I think it’s a couple of things,” Pierce said. “One, |
get to understand better. If you’re flying the aircraft
and you’re hanging out with them, both on the
CAP-USAF, the active-duty side with the reservists
and Civil Air Patrol, all the great volunteers here in
America that are doing that job, it lets me have more
than just an affinity for it.

“That I can actually go fly and see what they go
through, see what aircraft the Air Force helps
provides for them, what upgrades are done, like the
avionics are great and all these details. It helps me
see the maintenance and how well the aircraft are
kept up or not kept up. In our case, they’re kept up
great so it’s a good news story.”

And the other side of flying with CAP?

A
Ready to fly

“It does afford me the opportunity to get out and

Air Force Lt. Gen. Kirk Pierce with a Civil Air Patrol show the Civil Air Patrol brand to everybody and

Cessna 182T at Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama, help the CAP national commander, Maj. ‘Gen.
home of CAP National Headquarters. Edward D. Phelka, as he continues the campaign to

gain awareness and help people understand all the
great things that CAP does.

“I’ll show up somewhere with a small runway, FBO (fixed-base operator), drop in like Calhoun County
and pump my own gas and they’re like, ‘Oh, you’re a three-star and you’re here by yourself. What are you
doing, what’s CAP, what does Civil Air Patrol do?’ It helps facilitate telling the story in a lot of ways. I
think it’s awesome.”

Sharing the Civil Air Patrol story will continue for Pierce when he retires from the Air Force, as he intends
to fly with CAP’s Colorado Wing as a civilian.

“As the First Air Force commander, CAP is one of our key mission enablers with them
being one of the largest fleets of single-engine piston aircraft in the world, with 540 \
planes available, plus 54 gliders. In the past year, they flew more than 70,000 hours in ity A2
Air Force-assigned missions for us as the official U.S. Air Force auxiliary,” he said. '%p"ﬂ"

“To have an opportunity to continue to serve with CAP, but now as a volunteer CAP pilot in the future,
means [ would have the honor of continuing to take part in CAP’s remarkable contributions.”
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Mile Hi Squadron Members Represent
CAP at EAA Young Eagles Rally

By Capt. Elaine Stewart, CAP
Mile Hi Squadron Commander

COWG and Civil Air Patrol was well represented
by members of the Mile Hi Cadet Squadron who
were asked to be a part of the EAA Young Eagles
Rally held at the Colorado Air & Space Port on
Wednesday, July 19th.

Cadet 2nd Lt. Shawn Nelson, Cadet Senior Airman
Alani Grissop, Cadet Master Sgt. Madison Mayer,
Cadet Airman Isaiah Khelik, Senior Member Lynn
Blach, 1Ist Lt. Isaac Blach and Capt. Elaine Stewart
(Squadron Commander) arrived 0645 to help set up
the classroom area with chairs and a CAP recruiting
table along with the Colorado 99s and EAA Chapter
301 members.

Pictured with the CAP Cessna 182 on static display at the EAA Young Eagles Rally are Mile Hi Cadet Squadron
members (Left to right): Cadet 2nd Lt. Shawn Nelson (Cadet Commander), Cadet Senior Airman Alani Grissop,
Cadet Master Sgt. Madison Mayer, Cadet Airman Isaiah Khelik, 1st Lt. Isaac Blach and Capt. Elaine Stewart
(Squadron Commander). Photo by RMR Asst. External AEO Capt. Blanche Cohen

Peaks and Planes Summer 2023
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When the Colorado ACE Academy students arrived, MHCS Cadets took the time to get to know the students
and share their own stories and experiences about CAP. They handed out balsa wood airplanes to put together.
MHCS members talked with parents and their children about Civil Air Patrol and aviation. Thanks to the
assistance of COWG Director of Operations, Maj. Rob Yusko, the Civil Air Patrol Cessna 182 aircraft
on static display was a big hit. Cadet 2nd Lt. Shawn Nelson and Cadet Master Sgt. Madison Mayer spent
time demonstrating the fundamental concepts of the aircraft to the young men and women who attended. It
was an all-around wonderful experience and our COWG MHCS CAP Cadets had an opportunity to share

Peaks and Planes
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with their peers the enthusiasm
they have for flying and their
desire to become pilots. Many
thanks to the MHCS members
who supported the event and
volunteered for this important
recruiting opportunity. Kudos
to MHCS Commander, Capt.
Stewart who coordinated with
RMR Asst. External AEO, Capt.
Blanche Cohen who is also with
EAA to help make this happen.

Summer 2023



A Gareer Making A Difference
ey

gt

] .I'I'f:lll'\"r.-f P T P g PR N
lln dinr Teann
Wark in a Team Ervlfonment
Jek Srability
Schiedule aliws for Wark-life Dalance

Eaem Paid Vacation and Overtime

Madical, Dantal, ¥ision Banefics
Wnifarmd, Tguipment, and Training Pronvided

Apply now: Sheritl MesaCounly s Garseri

Steamboat Springs
Airport
Bops ADAMS FIELD

proudly salutes the men and
women for thezr Lfésaving
ettors in Cival Az Patrol.
Kéep up the good work?

3495 Airport Circle
Steamboat Springs

970-879-9042

Airorss Crlirsbsrn and Ergimess. IR0

Aircraft Cylinders
and Engines, Inc.
Serving the aviation industry
with pride and integrity.
970-350-0540
1-877-775-4863
Fax: 970-350-0541
625 Buss Avenue
Greeley, CO

WHEN QUALITY COUNTS,
COUNT ON US.

[Verf~

-

“Where the world eats

and greets on Main Street!”

BREAKFAST
LUNCH &
DINNER

Visit our website @
www.waldenriverrock.com

970-723-4052
460 Main St., Walden, CO

]
P i v

NMcWeBB

Hog! Truse MapulBcLurers

Serving Northern Colorado
Jim McCreery
970-667-6365 %
1209 Gorom Ave. I
Loveland, CO 80537
men & women of our Civil Air Patrol
Jor their dedication and courage in

Since 1963
Fax: 970-667-2231
We are proud to salute & support the
flying their lifesaving missions

/ \
imnﬂ)&w@WmM
Cliief Lynn E. Yowell & Stagy

aud young cadete of CAP!

100 Civic Center Dx., Limon

719-775-9211

\ /

Redlands
‘f(;ﬁﬁﬂﬁ:rf eryy

prud s dadute Cuuil Ao, Patoll

CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY
FURNITURE REFINISHING

=,

(970) 242-5697

360 Grand Mesa Ave., Grand Junction
www.redlandsupholstery.com

Andrew Pawlish

L4 proud to salute

the men e3 women

of Civil Air Patrol
who give of themyelves

40 others may live.

Z/)D?’/’&/ ?/é}/’/’lﬂ’/l’l/é)' (7/4

NOFFSINGER
MANUFACTURING
COMPANY, INC.

Noffsinger Manufacturing Co.,
its management and
employees, proudly salute
Colorado Civil Air Patrol
and the men and women
who give of themselves
that others may live.

Thanks Adnd SKeepy Ups
The Good Mak!

30



https://www.mesacounty.us/departments-and-services/sheriff/careers
http://www.redlandsupholstery.com
http://www.waldenriverrock.com

Photo by Cadet Chief Master Sgt. Kaylin Sittenfeld

By Cadet Master Sgt. Erin Bolus, CAP
2023 COWG Encampment Public Affairs NCO

On Friday, 9 June at 0900, cadets from nineteen different
states, including Colorado, arrived for in-processing at
the USAFA Preparatory School for the 2023 COWG
Summer Encampment. The Encampment was dubbed the
“Ghostrider” Encampment by Cadet Commander Cadet Lt.
Col. Asher Stone in honor of the AC-130J “Ghostrider”.

This encampment was filled with physical training, aero-
space education, character development, special speakers,
a USAFA tour, a challenge run, and a friendly flight com-
petition. Encampment went from June 9 through June 16,
with Cadre arriving four days earlier on June 5 for ‘PIPER’,
the staff training for the encampment.

Some of the most exciting activities that occurred during
the encampment were the high ropes course, airfield tour,
USAFA tour, the knowledge bowl, volleyball competition,
and the challenge run. At the high ropes course, cadets tested
their courage at the ‘Leap of Faith’ or at the tower with the
obstacle courses hanging high in the air. The cadets who
went to the airfield experienced skydiving in the virtual
world through VR goggles.

Peaks and Planes
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The friendly competition sparked
to life with the knowledge bowl
and volleyball competitions. Cadets
put their skills to the test during the
volleyball competition; they moti-
vated each other and spurred each
other on to be better. The knowl-
edge bowl kept everyone on the
edge of their seats as they watched
their fellow flight members answer
aerospace questions to earn points.
Congratulations to Bravo Flight who
won both the volleyball competition
and the knowledge bowl!

At the end of the encampment,
everyone celebrated their victories
and friendships at the Dining In
Banquet. Awards were handed out
to the most outstanding flights and
most outstanding staff members. It’s
safe to say that the cadet students
and cadre strengthened their sense
of discipline, teamwork, and under-
standing of cadet life. Many didn’t
want to go home, and many students
were inspired to deepen their cadet
experience by being the next to staff
another amazing encampment.

AC-130J “Ghostrider” Encampment Squadron One at the High Ropes

. o 4
A LS

Course. Photo by Cadet Master Sgt. Erin Bolus

AC-130J “Ghostrider” Encampment
congratulations to Alpha Flight for winning Honor
Flight of Encampment. Photo by Cadet 2nd Lt.
Cole Griffith

Peaks and Planes

Congratulations to all who received awards:

- Honor Flight: Alpha

- Rally Flight: Foxtrot

- Spirit Flight: Bravo

- Shark Flight: Alpha

- Volleyball Champions: Bravo Flight

- Drill Champions: Bravo Flight

- Knowledge Bowl Champions: Bravo Flight

- Top Inspection: Delta Flight

- Honor Cadet: C/TSgt. Labass

- Honor Flight Commander: C/1st Lt. Zach Davis
- Honor Flight Sergeant: C/CMSgt Konnor Kuzanek
- Honor Training Officer: Lt. Nancy Ashmore

- Outstanding Support Cadre: C/SMSgt S. Lashley

Summer 2023
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4-Day O-Ride Rally a Great Aviation
Experience for COWG Cadets

By Lt. Col. Chad Grondahl, CAP
Pikes Peak Composite Squadron Commander

In early February over a 4-day cadet orientation flight rally, the Pikes Peak Composite Squadron pilots
flew more than 50 cadet orientation flights supporting all the CAP COWG Group III and Group 8 cadet

squadrons in southern Colorado!

Peaks and Planes
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Day 1 was a beautiful day and sharing the ramp
with our CAP Cessna T182T Skylane TC, Cessna
T206H Turbo Station air, Cessna 172S Skyhawk,
Cessna 182R Skylane II, and Gippsland GA8 Airvan
that were flying that weekend were USAF T-38s
from Whiteman Air Force Base and USN F/A-18
Super Hornets, which made for an excellent flight
experience for our CAP cadets! And at 1300 on Day
1 there were 4 USAF F-35 Lightning II fighters
conducting a flyover of the noon meal formation at
the U.S. Air Force Academy. Just your typical day
at the Colorado Springs Airport and Peterson Space
Force Base!

Summer 2023
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PPCS pilots were up before dawn getting ready for Day 2, but it was well worth seeing America's Mountain
(Pike’s Peak) in all its purple mountain majesty! Five pilots, five airplanes, and 25 cadets were flying cadet
orientation flights on Day 2 sharing the pattern with US Army UH-60 Blackhawks, USMC CH-53E Super
Stallions and a kettle of USAF F-22 Raptors that were expected to make their way to Peterson Space Force
Base that day.

Day 3, or as we like to call it -- Super-o-ride Sunday, provided more beautiful weather to fly. A lot of work
goes on behind the scenes to pull off a 4-day cadet orientation flight rally, but the Pikes Peak Composite
Squadron operations team and pilots made it look so easy! On Day 4 the final 10 sorties were flown for
the weekend. Four straight days of Colorado blue skies, no wind, and highs in the 50s made for a perfect
experience for our Group 3 and Group 8 cadets. Finally, a huge thank you to the Colorado Jet Center line
staff and front desk personnel for the fantastic support they always offer to CAP operations.

Peaks and Planes Summer 2023
37



6 e Time flies...

1S5GS Alrways. Resndtrip

tarw I5 522,50 As AspenfPilidn County Aimpod] cefebrates iks TO%E

anniversary in 2098, we continue b0 make improvemaenis

Eo alfirm cur commibment To Eke prosperity of our community.

LSPE I-'?I'llll(i:'IJlr' LIRFORT

Support Our
Cadets!
They are

our future!

LA VILLA GRANDE

CARE CENTER
LS P wpaﬂae

wi Ters "-.| TV

) L L GRAND JUNCTION ORCHARD MESA
Grand Junction, CO 8isol 1838 N. 12th St 2686 HW_y 50
& (970) 241-2778 (970) 241-1617
www.truevalue.com

We appreciate the outstanding
efforts of Civil Air Patrol.
Thank you for your service!

MR (T

38


http://www.truevalue.com

Spaatz Award Formally Presented to
Cadet Col. Jenna Jones

By Maj. Jen Knellinger, CAP
RMR Asst. Director of Public Affairs

On Saturday, May 13th, Cadet Col. Jenna Jones was formally presented
with her Spaatz Award from National Vice Commander, Brig General
Regena Aye. In a well-executed event, Master of Ceremony, Col. Gary
Tobey presided over a meticulous presentation of the colors, multiple
excellent readers and speakers, (including Cadet Col. Jones) with not

only words of praise but sincere words of thanks for the support, mentorship and opportunities along the
demanding path to Cadet Colonel and the Spaatz. For those in attendance at the event and at the reception, it
was obvious that the support of family, friends, her cadet colleagues and senior member leaders and mentors

Peaks and Planes Summer 2023
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were a part of her success. A former
cadet, General Aye knew well the chal-
lenges and enjoyed sitting down with
the Air Academy Squadron cadets at
the reception for great conversation and
laughter. Congratulations Cadet Col.
Jones on your Spaatz Award and other
recognition and all the best as you con-
tinue in college at Norwich University
in Vermont studying Cybersecurity and
Network Assurance.
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Black Sheep Squadron Aircrew Finds
Lost Campers

By Lt. Col. Mike Fassi and Lt. Col. Mike Daniels, CAP

Mission PIOs

Kudos to the Colorado Wing’s Black Sheep
Squadron aircrew who was credited by the AFRCC
with three finds and three saves for locating three
missing campers in Larimer County after being
requested to assist the Larimer County Sheriff's
Office with an aerial search on July 30th. The Black
Sheep Squadron aircrew remained above the site
to direct a Lifeline helicopter to the rescue landing
zone. The official news release follows:

Larimer County, Colorado (July 31, 2023) — An
aircrew with Civil Air Patrol’s Colorado Wing

located three missing campers and guided ground searchers to the trio July 30, the day after they were
reported missing from a group of five camping in the Tom Bennet Campground area near Pingree Park.
The wing was assigned to participate in the mission after the Larimer County Sheriff’s Office requested
assistance from the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center for an aerial search. After the three wandered
from their campsite area the evening of July 29, the two remaining campers were unable to get in contact
with them with darkness approaching. The Colorado Wing received the assignment at 11 p.m. The aircrew

The COWG Black Sheep Squadron Aircrew
credited with three finds & three saves were
(L-R) Capt. Sanjay Tyagi Mission Pilot, 1st
Lt. Tim Eunice - Mission Observer and 1st Lt.
Douglas Payne - Mission Scanner. (Photo by
Capt. Mike Schulte, Black Sheep Squadron
Commander)

Peaks and Planes

launched at first light the next morning.

The aircrew spotted one of the missing campers shortly after
9 a.m. and provided coordinates to sheriff’s office searchers
on the ground. About 10:30 a.m. the aircrew located the other
two missing campers and directed Larimer County Search
and Rescue ground team to the site. One of the three was
able to hike out without assistance. The other two were trans-
ported over the steep, rough terrain in a LifeLine helicopter
directed to the landing zone by the Colorado Wing aircrew.
“The Colorado Wing continues to put practice to good use
coordinating closely with local authorities who serve and
protect to save those in distress,” said Lt. Col. Hank Eng,
Civil Air Patrol mission incident commander and the wing’s
emergency services officer. “CAP is proud to partner with
first responders wherever and whatever the need. "

Acting as a Total Force partner and official civilian auxiliary
of the U.S. Air Force, Civil Air Patrol helps First Air Force
rapidly respond to nonmilitary threats domestically in a
Defense Support of Civil Authorities capacity to save lives,
relieve suffering, prevent property damage, and provide
humanitarian assistance.

Summer 2023
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On Wings Like Eagles....

By Maj. Jen Knellinger, CAP
RMR XO and Asst. Director of Public Affairs

With only one CAP Glider in the Colorado Wing, an experienced team of 3 CAP Glider pilots and
two volunteer tow pilots from close by Black Forest Soaring Club, accomplished an incredible number
of sorties (flights) in just 2 days. Using the Air Force Academy’s Davis Field in Colorado Springs, thir-
ty-five sorties, (3 were check/training rides, 32 were Cadet Orientation flights.) were flown on a beautiful
weekend in mid-May. But the logistics were months in the making.

With invaluable support from the 306th Flight
Training Group at USAFA, the team was able to
use the airfield for the entire two days of flying.
It was the first time in decades a CAP aircraft
had flown out of USAFA. (WWII photo) Davis
Airfield offers three runways — making an efficient
operation for both the glider and tow pilots for
take-offs, landings and the USAFA Aero Club,
which operated off the East runway. Tow pilots
included John Gillis (shown in photograph with
Glider pilot Lt. Col. Dick Eason and PPCS Ops
Officer, Capt. Owen Andrusiak) and Bill Gerblick,
flying a Piper Pawnee PA-25.

4 _— -

Glider pilots for the weekend included Lt.
Col. Dick Eason, 2nd Lt. John Norton and Lt. Col.
Patrick Moylan — half of the wing’s glider team
with Program Officer, Maj. Dan Kubitchek, Lt.
Col. Jer Eberhard and Capt. Bob Lynn.

While the glider program is logistically com-
plex (tow aircraft and pilot required), flying
gliders teaches the fundamentals of flying. The
principal difference between an airplane and a
glider is its power source. Whereas an airplane
has an internal combustion engine that generates
the power to propel it forward and to generate lift,
a glider has no engine, and requires a tow aircraft
to get to altitude.

The glider program offers the best opportunity for cadets and pilots to be introduced to the purest
form of flight — all air, wind, and weather creating lift. With a focus on stick and rudder skills, eye/hand
coordination and aviation weather — a person is learning mother nature’s air flow.

Speaking with CAP pilot Lt. Col. Dick Eason, a retired Navy pilot, with years of experienced in
powered aircraft and helicopters, he recalled using knowledge about aviation weather learned in gliders
in a trip to Lake Tahoe in a Piper Dakota. A high-density altitude environment with mountain ridges, the
Tahoe airport sits in a valley. Often powered aircraft must circle over a nearby golf course repeatedly to
gain altitude. However, with the wind out of the west, Dick was able to climb straight out, at about 1000
ft/min, knowing the environment and using ridge lift, outclimbing aircraft that had taken off prior and
were still circling to climb.

The design of the glider maximizes its mission — high efficiency and maneuverability. Pilots routinely

Peaks and Planes Summer 2023
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must understand any aircraft’s glide ratio, L/D (lift over drag), for landing and even more so for choosing
potential emergency landing opportunities. In comparison, Dick shared at 1 mile up, the helicopter has
about a 1 to 2 miles (can’t glide very far!). Our CAP 182’s can glide about 6 to 8 miles. The glider, which
has the highest glide ratio can glide for up to 36 miles!

The distance a glider can fly is limited by the available lift along an intended course. Training flights
usually occur near the airport and often do not exceed 5-15 miles and are very safe. Per Wikipedia, “If
you could extrapolate single mode pilot certificate counts to a common usage basis, flying a glider is
2.5x safer than flying an airplane, but of course you can't. However, the NTSB accident count for 2017
shows 56x more airplane accidents and 90x more fatal airplane accidents than glider accidents”.

Dick referenced one of his most memorable glider flights flying in a Wyoming Wing event. Two
ASKs were up flying in a thermal and were joined by a Red-Tailed hawk — flying the same thermal! A
glider flight is an experience not to be missed. Cadets and seniors can learn stick and rudder skills and a
tremendous amount about aviation weather. In a glider, having wings like eagles (or a hawk) is a wonder-
fully quiet, exhilarating experience and great fun.

Thanks to CAP glider pilots Lt. Col. Dick
Eason and Lt. Col. Patrick Moylan for their input
to this story.
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In Memoriam

The COWG bid farewell to Lt. Col. Gene Munson who passed unexpectedly on July 5th. Col. Munson was
one of the wing’s beloved longtime members and a dear friend and colleague to many.

Lt. Col. Munson was a decorated Vietnam era Air Force veteran
and having served in Civil Air Patrol since 2002, held technician,
senior and master ratings in multiple CAP specialty tracks, received
numerous service awards. Over his 21-year tenure in CAP he was
appointed to various leadership and staff positions at the squadron,
group, wing and region levels. He was also a valued member of the
COWG Public Affairs team and regularly contributed articles to Peaks
& Planes magazine. In fact, there’s an article by him in this issue that
he submitted this past spring.

Dr. Gene Munson volunteered to serve in the United States Air Force
immediately after High School and spent time in Laos & Cambodia
during the Vietnam War. He was an intelligence specialist, and plotted
targets for B-52s in the Linebacker II campaign. After his tour of duty
was complete, Gene received an honorable discharge while serving in
the 8th Tactical Fighter Wing, the most decorated unit during the war.

Chasing and accumulating knowledge was always a passion of his and
he obtained a Doctoral Degree in Leadership from Regent University
in 2004. That same year, he also retired from working with the federal government as a GS-13 after 25
years of service. Dr. Munson was an accomplished writer and authored several books.

Many members of the Colorado Wing paid tribute to Lt. Col. Munson and attended a memorial service at
Fort Logan National Cemetery and a celebration of life afterwards at Three Trees Chapel in Littleton on
Thursday, August 10th.

Fair skies and tailwinds, Lt. Col. Gene Munson. You will be
sorely missed. Our sincere condolences to Maj. Trevor Munson
and all of Gene's family.

Peaks and Planes Summer 2023
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STEM and Model Rocketry Event Held
at Gateway High School, CO

By Lt. Col. Gene Munson, CAP

Public Affairs Officer, Valkyrie Cadet Squadron

(Additional notes by Capt. Elaine Stewart, Mile High Cadet Squadron)

Photographs by Lt. Col. Gene Munson, Valkyrie Cadet Squadron, and 1st Lt. Tami Clements,
Highlander Composite Squadron

Civil Air Patrol (CAP), an auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, held a STEM event on March 11, 2023 at Gateway
High School in Aurora, CO. It was sponsored by three squadrons from the Colorado Wing: Mile-Hi Cadet,
Parker Composite, and Valkyrie Cadet. Our Colorado Wing Group 4 attendees shared an atmosphere of
teamwork, mutual respect, and service to the community. We had a great turnout of enthusiastic STEM
students.

CAP extends their gratitude for efforts of The
Colorado Rocketry Association of Space Hobbyists
(C.R.A.S.H.). It was a great day for launching and
175 launches were made by the community of
Aurora, family and friends. Special thanks to the
CRASH Crew: Tim, Jim, John, Dave, Benjamin,
Chris, Brian, Matt and Bob who weathered the long
day helping with set up and take down, fixing rockets
on the fly, and helping load the pads. CAP Cadets
had the opportunity to build and launch rockets too.

Special Thanks to Mr. Tom Neff, Drone Pilot and
Instructor for Wings Over the Rockies Air and Space
Museum. Colorado Wing Group 4: Lt. Col. Charles
Sellers, Commander and Maj. Joseph Visalli,
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Internal AEO whom brought various drones for
prospective members to train with including DGI
Phantom Vision 2+ drones.

The Rocketry and Recruiting Event was designed for
Elementary, Middle, and High school students who
were interested in STEM fields and looking for a fun
and educational way to explore their interests. CAP
Cadets and Senior Members assisted and answered
questions during the event opening conversation to
talk about Civil Air Patrol. During the event, they
had the opportunity to:

* Learn how to build and launch a model rocket!

* Build and launch a rocket made from pop-bottles.

* Play with our Sphero robots and learn how they work.

* Make and experiment with straw sphere and balsa wood planes.
* Experience flying through our flight simulators.

* Get a demonstration of our drones and learn how to fly them!

* Learn about all the aerospace experiences available
through Civil Air Patrol that can provide growth to
elevate their future.

CAP is a fantastic organization that offers a wide
range of educational opportunities for children
interested in aerospace. Through various programs
and initiatives, CAP teaches them about aviation,
aerospace, and STEM-related fields. Some of those
opportunities for CAP members are free orientation
flights, an advanced model rocketry course, drone
pilot programs, and an in-depth aerospace education.

Additional information may be found at: gocivilairpatrol.com
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COWG Assists at State of Colorado
Partnership with Republic of Slovenia
30th Anniversary Event

By Lt. Col. Thom Scheffel, CAP
COWG Asst. Government Relations Advisor
Photos by Maj. Trevor Munson, Valkyrie Cadet Squadron Commander

In response to a request from
the Governor, the Department
of Military and Veterans Affairs
(DMVA) sought the assistance
of the Colorado Civil Air Patrol
(CAP) for the "30th Anniversary
Ceremony in honor of the State
Partnership Program between the
Colorado National Guard and
The Republic of Slovenia." The
COWG CAP eagerly embraced
this opportunity, recognizing
the significance of the event and
its role in fostering strong ties
between the two nations. The
commemorative ceremony took
place on Saturday, July 15th,
2023, commencing at 1:00pm
and concluding at 7:30.

A remarkable show of commit-
ment was exhibited with 17 dedi-
cated CAP cadets and 9 esteemed
senior members volunteering
their services. All participated in this meaningful occasion. Some of the key COWG staff participating and
representing the Colorado Wing were Col. Gary Tobey, Government Relations Advisor, Lt. Col. Mike Fay,
Wing Director of Cadet Programs, and Lt. Col. Thom Scheffel, Assistant Government Relations Advisor
and Project Officer for the event.

An impressive display of unity was seen, with 11 COWG squadrons coming together to lend their sup-
port. The participating squadrons included the Air Academy Cadet Squadron, Dakota Ridge Squadron,
Highlander Composite Squadron, Jefferson County Senior Squadron, Mustang Cadet Squadron, North
Valley Squadron, Parker Composite Squadron, Thompson Valley Composite Squadron, Thunder Mountain
Composite Squadron, Valkyrie Cadet Squadron, and Vance Brand Cadet Squadron.

To ensure the smooth and effective execution of tasks, cadets were assigned to different groups based on
seniority, each accompanied by a designated "battle buddy" to ensure safety and efficiency. Additionally,
a senior member was assigned to each group to provide guidance and assistance in fulfilling their
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970-245-8886

www.centennialrv.com

Sheriff Derek Navarette and staff are
proud to support volunteers of
Colorado Civil Air Patroll

s Phone 719-846-2211 0

2309 E. Main St. » Trinidad, Colorado 81082
www.lasanimascounty.net

Morgan
Anesthesia
Assoc,, Inc.
Gary D. Kliewer, CRNA-ARNP

P.0. Box 266 / 17678 Saunders Rd.
Fort Morgan, CO 80701
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Keep up the good work,
you are greatly appreciated!

Sheriff Terry Reeves & Staff proudly

support the men, women and young

cadets who make up our CAP.
719-267-5555

110 East 6th Street, Ordway, CO

970-867-6660 Membay FLRC STHASEURG 03 | 4275 STRASBIREED | 303-673-4707
Crowley County | Huerfano County
Sherl:ff’s Ofﬁce Sheriff’'s Office

Honored to Serve

500 South Albert St. lc?;:‘_":.._“:fn.st
Walsenburg, CO 81089 ¥ Zacr ® T
Office:

(719) 738-1600

www.huerfano.us
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Logan County Sheriff
Brett Powell & his Staff
are proud to salute the
lifesaving efforts of the
Civil Air Patrol.

LOWRY CONTRACTING, INC.
719-539-6676

7693 U.S. Hwy. 285, Salida

Taking Care of All Your
Automotive Needs Since 1981

303-442-8547

5747 Arapahoe, Boulder
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responsibilities. The assigned tasks ranged from formally greeting distinguished guests and distributing
programs to maintaining a ceremonial presence and carrying out other duties as needed.

HUB
11T
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The event boasted an esteemed
guest list, including the Governor,
Jared Polis, the Slovenian
Minister of Defense, Marjan
Sarec, the Colorado Adjutant
General Brig. Gen. Laura Clellan
and other high-ranking military
officials. Prior to their involve-
ment, the cadets and senior mem-
bers were thoroughly briefed on
the event's significance, ensuring
they upheld military bearing
and customs and courtesies in
an exemplary manner. Their
conduct and dedication reflected
highly upon the Civil Air Patrol,
effectively embodying the spirit
of the Cadet Oath to serve their
community, state, and nation.

In conclusion, the CAP's involve-
ment in the "30th Anniversary
Ceremony" was a resounding
success, exemplifying unity,
dedication, and commitment
to service. Many thanks to all
involved in making this event
a memorable and honorable
occasion.

Summer 2023
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303 W. County Rd. 74
Wellington, CO 80549

gn-bank.com
We proudly salute the Colorado
Civil Air Patrol, great job!

970-568-9844

www.obermeyerhydro.com

4RIVERS

E O Ul oFoMsENT

(719) 254-7621
29774 State Hwy. 71  Rocky Ford, CO 81067

www.4riversequipment.com

Mike Fassi
970.493.4474

Toll Free:
800.320.3012

Financial Educators Network

“The Friendly Gateway To The
Southern Colorado Rockies”

60298 U.S. Hwy. 50, Penrose
719-784-3816 www.fremontcoairport.com

125 S. Howes St., Ste. 910
Fort Collins, CO 80521
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and the Alamosa Volunteer Search & Rescue
are proud of the Colorado Civil Air Patrol
and their lifesaving efforts...as we also are
dedicated in saving lives!

1315 17th St., Alamosa, CO s #r e e e e Ak 719.589.6608

My Home
Service

10185 Carmody Ln. /™

P&D Groetry

280 E.
Frontage Rd. #5

Journeys Aviation

FBO Service = Flight Training
Aircraft Rental
3335 Airport Road
Boulder, CO 80301
303-449-4210

De”“",!gg,?ef‘”” ) Mancos, Colorado ,
(720) (970)
323-1972 533-7932
POLARIS SURVEYING Van’s Machine Shop
0704347038 Where Quality Counts
Steve & Karen Van lwaarden
WE ARE PROUD and staff support CAP!
SUPPORTERS OF CAP..

1501 State Avenue, Alamosa
719-589-6221
find us on FB

KEEP UP THE GREAT WORK!
3194 MESA AVE, #B, GRAND JUNCTION

Y

“Performance Solid As Steel”
| 7.V [ —
W RON & SUPPLY, INC.

GRAMD JUBCTION, DO AN
670 23 Rd.
Grand Junction, CO 81505

(970) 243-9770

Leone Sand and Gravel LLC
Leone Ready Mix LLC

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1943
2400 E. Main St.
Trinidad, CO 81082
Office: (719) 846-4170

www.leonesandandgravel.com

._f,
Pﬁgns a
versid 1-1/3 miles E.
ca‘mpgrﬂun of Pagosa Springs
on Hwy. 160

Pagosa Springs, CO ¢ 970-264-5874
Our management & staff are proud to
support the lifesaving efforts of our Civil

Walking Stick Goli Course
719-553-1188

4301 Walking Stick Blvd.

VAL-U-MED

/PHARMACY

www.valumedpharmacy.com

We are supporting the lifesaving efforts Pueblo, CO
of the Colorado Civil Air Patrol! We are troud to
719.456.1691 o 159 Bent Ave., Las Animas, CO  the men,
women and youny
cadets of AP/
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COWG Members Participate in
General Rose Statue Ceremony

COWG cadets and senior members participated in the General Maurice Rose statue dedication ceremony
in Denver on the grounds of the state capitol on April 16th.

Major General Maurice Rose is the most decorated battle tank commander in American history and the
highest ranking Jewish soldier in World War II. He grew up in Denver in a prominent Jewish family and
dropped out of high school to join the military. Rose served with valor in both World Wars, killed in action
while leading his men from the front in 1945. He was the highest-ranking officer to be killed in Europe in
World War II.

General Dwight D. Eisenhower said that “Rose was not only one of our bravest and best, but was a leader
who inspired his men to speedy accomplishment of tasks that to a lesser man would have seemed impossible."

The General Rose Monument, created by renowned Colorado sculptor George Lundeen, honors a Colorado
hero that the entire nation can look to as a point of pride and inspiration.

Photos of cadets from the Thompson Valley Composite Squadron at the General Maurice Rose statue dedication
Ceremony.
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*Factory Trained Technician
*28 Years of Serving Boulder County
4715 N. Broadway, Boulder
(303) 443-7714 www.charleysgarage.com
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ENTERPRISES, INC.
QUALITY PETROLEUM PRODUCTS

OFFICE 970-524-7777 « FAX 970-524-7775
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www. CollettEnterprisesinc.com
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SUNSET AUTOMOTIVE
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COWG 2023 Emergency Services
Warrior Weekend

By Ist Lt. Tami Clements, CAP
Highlander Composite Squadron PAO

This year’s COWG ES Warrior Weekend took
place May 6-7 and members worked on Ground
Team, sUAS, and Mission Base positions like
Mission Radio Operator (MRO) and Mission Staff
Assistant (MSA) qualifications. In addition, there
were 12 Orientation flights completed on day one.
The MSA's had the opportunity to greet, escort,
and introduce a dignitary, Lt. Col. Jon Slottje,
CAP USAF, to members at Mission Base and show
him around. Many cadets had a great start on their
qualifications or finished up qualifications over the
weekend.
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Weld County Bi-Products

1138 N. 11th Ave., Greeley, CO 80631
Phone: (970) 352-1788

The Law Offices of Joseph H. Thibodeau, P.C.
7425 South Peoria Circle, Suite 208
Englewood, CO 80112

303-320-1250 www.taxlit.com

Hawkeye

Graphies
278 Sawyer Dr., Durango 970-247-3181

LUNDVALL
Enterprises, Inc. Transportation Specialists
15487 County Rd. 46, LaSalle
www.lundvallenterprises.com

Anna Carere -
‘mm State Farm Insurance Agent

701 S. Main St., Lamar, CO 81052
Phone: (719) 336-5212

Compliments of Rebie Hazard
We appreciate the outstanding efforts made by the men,
women and young cadets of Colorado Civil Air Patrol.
Thank you and best luck in future lifesaving missions!
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Cheyenne Wells Hardware Randy Riggs is proud to salute MO'}Ldl..h.e L
19-161-5699 tCE the fine efforts of Civil Air Patrol. [970] 723-8275
170 E. 2nd St. S., Cheyenne Wells baarolvare So that others may live! 444 Main Walden
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 SIIBE Line Rd. e e 923 D Street are proud to
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Rocky Mountain Appliance Solutions I—IarSh Sante Fe 7;%/[ TInn
2224 Vassar Ave., Fort Collins, CO 80525 600 Oak Ave. 638 Bent Ave., LLas Animas
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g0 SAFFER SPRAY SERVICE, INC. Front Range Roofing Systems, uc Ron Hanawalt
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===~ Eads Municipal Airport

222 13" Ave. ® o e o o Greeley

Patrol in their lifesaving efforts!

Howard Cammack
proudly supports the Colorado
CAP and their lifesaving missions...
Keep up the great work!
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On Sunday, members were up early again for reveille at 0630, breakfast, formation, and then off to the

last of the 3 blocks of training.
6 more cadets participated in
Orientation flights. Many others
worked on completing as many
tasks as possible to become qual-
ified in their respective tracks.
Capt. Andrusiak led the sSUAS
training where 11 of the 14 cadets
received their basic pilot wings
on Sunday afternoon which was
great!

The wind picked up again by
late Sunday afternoon and made
packing up a bit more challeng-
ing, but the teamwork between all
members made the task possible.

We hope everyone had a great weekend, learned a lot, and accomplished many tasks for sign off's, even if
members didn't completely finish their qualifications.

The ES Warrior Weekend was a big success and has surely prepared many of our members for the next

Search and Rescue competition.

Peaks and Planes
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Spencer Mamber
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Expert Realtors who know Afrport Homes,
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' COUNTY SHERIFF
Lou Vallario & Staff...

we proudly support the lifesaving
efforts of our Civil Air Patrol.
Their dedication to the ongoing
' I mission of providing air search
* B bachelor programs for downed and missing
 The lowest tuition Puehlo | aircraft is especially appreciated. \
in southern Colorado community College B THANKS AND GOOD LUCK!

970-945-0453 l
EnrollPCC.org | 719.549.3200 107 8th Street, Glenwood i

» Over 70 degree &
certificate programs
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HEADQUARTERS COLORADO WING
CIVIL AIR PATROL
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AUXILIARY

135 Dover St Bldg 350, Suite 2025
Peterscn Space Force Base, CO 80814

rqfﬂ*ﬂnﬁw

13 February 2023
MEMORANDUM FOR COLORADO WING
FROM: VICE COMMANDER
SUBJECT: COLORADD WING ANNUAL AWARD RECIPIENTS

1. On behalf of Colonel John Rhoades, COWG Commander, it is with great pleasure that |
announce the recipients of Colorado Wing's 2022 wing-only “of the year” Awards.

2. The recipients on the list below are recognized only at the wing level and will not
compete at Rocky Mountain Region for additional recognition.

3. Please join me in congratulating the following Colorade Wing members:
Cadet Commander of the Year

« CiLt Col Makenna Dinkins — Highlander Composite Squadron
Cadet Junior Officer of the Year

« Ci/2d Lt Brylon Broughton - Air Academy Cadet Squadron
Cadet Staff Officer of the Year of the Year

= C/Maj Alex Wilson — Colorado Military Academy Cadet Squadron
Cadet NCO of the Year

= C/CMSgt Alexandria Johnson - Air Academy Cadet Squadron
Squadron Commander of the Year

= 2d Lt Kirsten Turner — Parker Composite Squadron
Squadron Staff Officer of the Year

= Lt Col Lee Thomson - Air Academy Cadet Squadron

ISIGNED/
FLOYD B MCCORMICK, Lt Cal, CAP
Vice Commander
Awards Board Chairman
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HEADQUARTERS COLORADO WING
CIVIL AIR PATROL
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AUXILIARY

135 Dover St. Bldg 350, Suite 2025
Petarson Space Force Base, CO 80914

"'thnﬂ,ﬂﬂ’#

13 February 2023
MEMORANDUM FOR COLORADO WING

FROM: VICE COMMANDER

SUBJECT: COLORADO WING ANNUAL AWARD NOMINEES

1. It is with great pleasure that | announce Colorado Wing's nominees for the 2022 “of the
year' Awards.

2. These nominations recognize the finest members in each category from Colorado Wing for
their volunteer service during 2022, They have been submitted to Rocky Mountain Region

for consideration as region level nominees. Rocky Mountain Region nominees will be
considerad for Civil Air Patrol Mational Level “of the year” Awards.

3. Please join me in congratulating all these Colorado Wing members.

Cadet of the Year

s Cadet Colonel Ryan Miscio — Broomfield Composite Squadron
Senior Member of the Year

= Captain Owen Andrusiak - Pikes Peak Composite Squadron
Air Force Sergeant’s Association Cadet NCO of the Year

= Cadet Chief Master Sergeant Shawn Nelson- Mile High Cadet Squadron
Col David Kantor Operations Staff Officer or the Year

« Major Rob Yusko - Colorado Wing
Col Dion DeCamp Ground Team of the Year

« Captain Daniel Cochran - Colorado Wing
Communicator of the Year

+« Major Chip Ferron — Thunder Mountain Composite Squadron
Director of Finance of the Year Award

« Lieutenant Colonel Kristen M Nolan - Colorade Wing
Jack Sorenson Cadet Programs Officer of the Year

= Captain Chris Peck - Eagle County Composite Squadron

Peaks and Planes Summer 2023
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Frank Brewer Memonal Aerospace Award — Cadet Category

« Cadet Second Lieutenant Brylon Broughton — Air Academy Cadet Squadron
Air Force Association Cadet Aerospace Officer of the Year

« Cadet Colonel Ryan Miscio = Broomfield Composite Squadron
Inspector General of the Year

= Colonel Glenn A Kavich - Colorado Wing
George Texido Legislative Officer of the Year

« Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Scheffel - Valkyrie Cadet Squadron
Lt Col T. Keith Riddle Aircrew Member of the Year

« Captain Steven Balsom - Pikes Peak Composite Squadron
Professional Development Officer of the Year

= First Lieutenant Kenneth Ducote — Thunder Mountain Composite Squadron
Major General Jeanne M. Holme Aerospace Education Officer of the Year

= Captain Lori Fussell - Pikes Peak Composite Squadron
Property Manager of the Year

« Captain Vicki Olesky — Valkyrie Cadet Squadron
Safety Officer of the Year

= First Lieutenant Keith Robinson - Colorado Springs Cadet Squadron
Character Development Officer of the Year

« Lieutenant Colonel Marc Peterson — Air Academy Cadet Squadron
Historian of the Year

« Second Lieutenant John Huggard — Black Sheep Senior Squadron

HSIGNEDH
FLOYD B MCCORMICK, Lt Col, CAP

Vice Commander
Awards Board Chairman
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CAP Cadet Becomes
Air Force Trailblazer
Then Returns to CAP

A% 0 teenager in the Parker Cadet Squadron, then-Cadet 15t Lt Bochelle Ng-A-Clui |_|.ll:|:_'r Kimberell) poses e @
phota with her mather (right] and then Eer in front of her F«16 as an &ir Foroe fighter pilot

R etired U5, Air Force Lt. Col.,
Rochelle Kimbrell got her start as
a Civil Alr Patrol cadet in the Colorado
Wing's Parker Composite Squadron.
She received an appointment to the
Air Force Academy and upon
graduation proceeded to become the
first fermale Black fighter pilot in the
Air Force, serving as a trailblazer for
generations to come. She retired after
22 years and then rejoined the
Colorada Wing as a senior member, As
a CAP lieutenant colonel and cadet
flight orientation pilot she encourages

yvoung men and women of all
backgrounds to embrace aviation.
Kimbrell is an inspiration to many of
all ages and continues to make a
difference in others’ lives. She
especially enjoys speaking with young
people who may not realize the sky’s
the limit until they meet her, She said,
“Iliterally see the lights turn onin
kids' eyes when | talk to them as they
realize that someone like me can do
something as cool as being a fighter
pilot. They come to see that they can
g0 out and do whatever they want to

do. That's what | focus on and what |
think is really important. CAP can help
achieve dreams.”

Recently, Kimbrell was asked to take
part in a Discovery Channel
CuriosityStream documentary on
Bessie Coleman, the first Black woman
to earn a pilot's license. Kimbrell had a
chance to talk about her early interest
in aviation and the opportunities
provided to her as a CAP cadet.
There's also footage of her piloting an
orientation flight with a female
Colorado Wing cadet.
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We proudly salute and support our fine
men and women of Civil Air Patrol.
Good luck in your future missions!

850 South Lipan St.
Denver, CO 80223

(303) 935-2485 1-877-935-2485
www.dissco.net
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