
Pe   ks & Planes

Official Magazine of the Colorado Wing, Civil Air Patrol

Spring 2021

,	2nd Congressional 
Gold Medal Presented 
to Franklin Macon

In This Issue:
,	Colorado Puts the CAP on COVID-19
,	Lt. Col. Rochelle Kimbrell Makes Air 

Force History and Returns to CAP 
,	COWG 2020 “Of the Year Awards”
 And Much More!



� �

Civil Air Patrol is the civilian auxiliary of
the United States Air Force. Peaks and Planes 
is the official publication of the Colorado 
Wing of the Civil Air Patrol.
It is published three times a year by the 
Colorado Wing Public Affairs Staff.
Peaks and Planes is published by a private 
firm which is not associated with the 
Department of the Air Force or the Civil 
Air Patrol Corporation. The appearance of 
advertisements for products and services, as 
well as supplements and inserts found in this 
magazine, does not constitute endorsement by 
the United States Air Force or the Civil Air 
Patrol Corporation.

Colorado Wing Commander
Col. John Rhoades, CAP

Peaks and Planes Editor-In-Chief
Lt. Col. Mike Daniels, CAP 

Article submissions are always welcome. 
Please send them in Microsoft Word format 
to Lt. Col. Mike Daniels, Peaks and Planes 
at mdaniels@cap.gov. Attach photos (in jpeg 
format) to your email and make certain to 
include full caption information for each photo 
at the end of your article.

Article Submissions- Next Issue Submission 
Deadline: July 3�, 202�

Headquarters
Colorado Wing, Civil Air Patrol
325 W. Hamilton Ave., Bldg. �33
Peterson AFB, CO 809�4

Phone: 7�9-556-8280
Fax: 7�9-556-6�86
www.cowg.cap.gov

Peaks and Planes        Spring 2021

COVER: COWG Commander, Col. John 
Rhoades, loads boxes of PPE into CAP aircraft 
at Centennial Airport for AFAM sortie to 
deliver to rural Colorado hospital. Photo by 
Lt. Col. Chad Grodahl, COWG Director of 
Operations

Commander’s Comments
Col. John Rhoades, CAP
Commander, Colorado Wing

Continued on page 21 . . . 

Greetings Colorado Wing. 
After almost a year and 
a half of COVID, we are 
slowly starting to see light 
at the end of the tunnel. 
Colorado Wing has resumed 
limited in-person activi-
ties and we are progress-
ing towards Phase 3 which 
will allow a resumption of 
most activities. Even with 
all the restrictions brought 
on by COVID, Colorado 
Wing remained active and 
continued to accomplish our 
missions.

Over the last year Colorado Wing was very active assisting 
in the fight against COVID. We supported a number of 
non-profit organizations with the production and delivery of 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) throughout the state, 
especially rural areas. Members spent countless hours pick-
ing up materials, assembling and delivering finished PPE 
products to ensure rural health care facilities had the PPE 
needed to keep frontline healthcare workers safe. The work 
of our members saved lives and is an excellent example of 
the volunteer spirt that makes CAP great.

Even with the months of restricted operations, we had a 
record-breaking year in a number of ways. Our membership 
peaked at 2�00 members and while COVID has hit member-
ship hard, the wing is rebounding and back to almost �900 
members. Once we transitioned into phase 2, we focused on 
getting our cadets back in the air and finished last year with 
just over 500 front seat O-flights flown. Total flight time for 
the year was just under 3,000 hours, the highest in almost �0 
years. We have had great success at streamlining the process 
to onboard and qualify new pilots and are seeing very posi-
tive results from that hard work. Colorado moved from 20th 
place to 5th place in one year in time flown per aircraft and 
we are already 400 hours ahead of where we were last year. 
Thank you to all of the pilots volunteering their time to make 
things happen.



As the nation began to respond to the COVID-�9 
pandemic, the Colorado Wing quickly became 
engaged to support the state’s efforts to quickly 
supply much needed Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) and medical supplies to rural areas. The 
Civil Air Patrol, acting as the Air Force Auxiliary, 
responds to non-military threats domestically with a 
capacity to save lives, relieve suffering and provide 
humanitarian assistance and therefore the Colorado 
Wing had an Air Force Assigned Mission to support 
the state in delivering PPE wherever needed. 

In December 2020, Air Force Magazine reporter 
Jennifer-Leigh Oprihory researched CAP’s COVID 
Response and interviewed public affairs officers 
from various wings about their missions. The article 
was titled, Putting the CAP on COVID-19: How 
Civil Air Patrol rallied to the nation’s call in the 
face of a global pandemic. Nationwide CAP flew 
missions to deliver PPE, COVID-�9 test kits and 
samples, medical supplies and vaccines. She learned 

from interviewing me that the Colorado 
Wing even transported a leader from the 
Colorado Hospital Association, Benjamin 
Anderson, who used PPE delivery flights 
as an opportunity to touch base with 
frontline health care workers on the ground 
to help formulate a pandemic-response 
playbook. 

The pandemic triggered shortages of 
masks, gloves, and other personal protec-
tive equipment across the U.S., especially 
in remote areas and CAP flew to the res-
cue. I shared with the Air Force Magazine 
reporter that the Colorado Wing partnered 
with the Colorado Hospital Association, 
Project C.U.R.E., Make4COVID and 
the state government to distribute PPE 
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Senior Member, 2nd Lt. Brad Jones, Cadet 
Commander Shayden Jones and Cadet 1st Sgt. 
Alexander Menech met Mission Pilot Maj. Kent 
Borchelt of the Highlander Composite Squadron and 
his CAP aircraft on the ramp at the Eagle County 
Regional Airport to receive boxes of PPE supplied 
through the Make4COVID organization. Photo by 2nd 
Lt. Brad Jones.  

Colorado Puts the CAP on COVID-19

By Lt. Col. Mike Daniels, CAP
COWG Director of Public Affairs 

COWG Commander, Col. John Rhoades, loads boxes of PPE 
into CAP aircraft at Centennial Airport for AFAM sortie to deliver 
to rural Colorado hospital. Photo by Lt. Col. Chad Grodahl, 
COWG Director of Operations

COWG Assigned Missions to Support the State  
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for health care workers throughout Colorado and 
flew over 60 sorties from April through September 
2020.   

For the COWG, missions began in early April. As 
part of the six air sorties and four ground sorties 
executed by the Colorado Wing on April 9th 2020, 
Mission Pilot Maj. Kent Borchelt of the Highlander 
Composite Squadron flew multiple cartons of 
PPE that were supplied by Make4COVID from 
Centennial Airport to Eagle County as part of the 
COWG’s Air Force Assigned Mission (AFAM) 
to support the state’s efforts to supply hospitals, 
healthcare facilities and medical, healthcare, fire and 
law enforcement professionals throughout Colorado 
with PPE during the COVID-�9 pandemic. Members 
of the Eagle County Composite Squadron performed 
their first assigned mission in support of frontline 
medical efforts against COVID-�9 by delivering the 
boxes of PPE to a liaison for the Home-care / Hospice Care of the Glenwood Springs Hospital. 

On Saturday, April ��th, Mission Pilot Lt. Col. Doug DalSoglio of the Pikes Peak Senior Squadron 
transported multiple boxes of PPE that were loaded in a GA8 Airvan to be flown from Colorado Springs 
to Montrose where members of the Montrose Composite Squadron met the aircraft to unload the cargo to 
a CAP van and deliver it to a local health care facility. 

Later in April more mission sorties were flown by Mission Pilots, Lt. Col. Eyal Sittenfeld and Capt. Kevin 
Edling of the Black Sheep Senior Squadron who delivered Make4COVID supplied PPE to Burlington, 
Eagle and Craig. When Lt. Col. Sittenfeld arrived at the airport in Burlington he shared that he had the 
opportunity to speak to some children and their parents about the Civil Air Patrol.  

In May 2020, the Colorado Wing continued to execute our Air Force Assigned Mission to support the 
state’s COVID-�9 response by delivering PPE to 
rural hospitals and healthcare facilities when Wing 
Commander, Col. John Rhoades, flew a sortie to La 

On April 11th Mission Pilot Lt. Col. Doug DalSoglio of 
the Pikes Peak Senior Squadron transported multiple 
boxes of PPE that were loaded in a GA-8 Airvan from 
Colorado Springs to Montrose. Photo by Capt. Jen 
Knellinger, CAP, Pikes Peak Squadron PAO

Lt. Col. Doug DalSoglio of the Pikes Peaks Senior 
Squadron and Colorado Hospital Assn VP Ben 
Anderson headed to Rural
CO Health Centers to deliver PPE and prepare 
research for a Rural Health Assn COVID-19 Playbook.

Mission Pilot 1st Lt. Sanjay Tyagi carries boxes of 
Make4COVID supplied PPE to a waiting medical 
center staffer on an AFAM sortie to Spanish Peaks, 
CO in April 2020.     
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Junta to deliver PPE to a medical 
facility on May �3th. A week 
later on May 2�st, Lt. Col. Chad 
Grondahl, COWG’s Director 
of Operations, was the mission 
pilot who flew the GA-8 filled 
with boxes of PPE for delivery 
to Alamosa, Pagosa Springs and 
Del Norte. Members of the Heart 
of the Rockies Squadron, SM 
Wendy Fischer, Cadet Technical 
Sgt. Keaton Fischer and Cadet 
Senior Airman Clint Blackmon 
met Lt. Col. Grondahl at the 
airport and helped unload and 
deliver 9,000 items of PPE to the 
area’s health and medical centers 
coordinated by the Colorado 
Hospital Association. Over ��00+ 
boxes of PPE were delivered by the COWG in April and May. 

On Wednesday, July �st, the Colorado Wing supported Project C.U.R.E. to help quickly deliver donated 
PPE gowns to Arkansas Valley Regional Medical Center in a great time of need. Unable to get them from 
the state, the health department or other vendors, Kimberly Montejano, an RN & Infection Preventionist 
serving at AVRMC was overjoyed to receive not �00, but 200 gowns for their use during the COVID-�9 
pandemic.

Mission Pilot, Maj. Rob Yusko flew the boxes of PPE from Denver to La Junta and was met at the airport 
by medical center staff. Project C.U.R.E.’s Wendy Henkelman shared how grateful they were for the many 
incredible partners like Civil Air Patrol who help them donate medical supplies and equipment, as well as the 
much-needed PPE, during this challenging time and said, “Working together we can change the world!” 

The Wing continued to execute missions as needed through the fall of 2020 and were prepared to fly vac-
cines to rural areas if called upon in early 202�. The efforts or our members were showcased by several 
Colorado television network affiliates and the Colorado Wing supplied film footage of our members in 

action to FOX News for a story 
about Civil Air Patrol’s response 
to the pandemic that aired nation-
ally. In recognition of their efforts, 
Colorado Wing members who 
actively participated in the various 
assigned COVID-�9 response mis-
sions in 2020 were awarded Civil 
Air Patrol’s Disaster Relief ribbon. 
The entire wing should be proud of 
how our training, experience, skills 
and commitment made an impor-
tant difference to our communities 
and our nation when called upon. 
Many thanks to all.              
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COWG partnered with Project C.U.R.E. to deliver PPE to medical facilities 
in Meeker, CO on July 20th. Mission Pilot Maj. Milt Moore with 2nd Lt. 
Adam Holstun and a Project C.U.R.E. staff volunteer loaded the GA-8 
Airvan. Photo by Capt. Jen Knellinger, CAP, Pikes Peak Squadron PAO

(L-R) Cadet 1st Lt. Shayden Jones, Kristen Levey and 2nd Lt. Brad 
Jones. Photo by Cadet 1st Sgt. Alexander Menech and supplied by 2nd 
Lt. Karen Peck, PAO Eagle County Composite Squadron
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Pikes Peak Squadron Supports 
Investigation of Thunderbird 
Crash Site

COWG Assists Make4COVID with PPE 
Assembly & Distribution

Jeffco Squadron Flying AEM TOP 
Flights

On Sunday, August 23rd the Colorado Wing’s Jeffco 
Squadron hosted a Teacher Orientation Program 
(TOP) Flight for local educators who are Civil Air 
Patrol Aerospace Education Members (AEM). The 
TOP flight was flown by COWG mission pilot 
and COWG Aircrew Member of the Year, Capt. 
Randy Settergren in one of the squadron’s Cessna 
�82 aircraft at Rocky Mountain Metro Airport in 
Broomfeld. The TOP Flight includes a pre-flight 
briefing prior to the flight and offers educational 
applications to share with students in hopes of 
greater interest in STEM subjects using the aviation 
theme.

Capt. Settergren flew two TOP flights with the first 
group including Timberline Elementary School 
teacher, Rachel Kissner and her husband, Spencer 
Stadsvold and the second group being Aurora 
Elementary school teachers, Taylor Peterson and 
Krystal Werges. COWG External Aerospace Education Officer Capt. Barb Adams recruited the teachers 
into the CAP AEM program and coordinated the TOP flights with the Jeffco Squadron. 

Many Colorado Wing members volunteered at the 
Make4COVID warehouse to help fabricate and/or 
package PPE as part of the Civil Air Patrol’s U.S Air 
Force assigned mission to support the state in deliv-
ering PPE wherever needed. 2nd Lt. Vecchiarelli of 
the Jeffco Senior Squadron quality-tested the shields 
and elastic bands made by the people who donated 
them before they could be fully assembled and 
then packaged for delivery. This selfie photo was 
taken by Capt. Reid Lester while volunteering at the 
Make4COVID warehouse as they assembled face 
shields.(L-R) Capt. Reid Lester, Col. Glen Kavich 
and Col. Celeste Gamache.

Jeffco Squadron pilot Capt. Randy Settergren (Right) 
and Capt. Barb Adams, COWG External AEO (2nd 
from Right) with participating local AEM educators 
after their TOP fights at RMMA in Broomfield. Photo by 
Lt. Linda Vecchiarelli, Jeffco Squadron
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Congratulations, Brig. Gen. Laura Clellan!

Colorado Governor Jared Polis announced in June 
2020 that Army National Guard Brig. Gen. Laura 
Clellan was named our newest Adjutant General of 
Colorado and Executive Director of the Colorado 
Department of Military & Veterans Affairs.

Clellan, the first woman to serve in this capacity, 
is following Major General Mike Loh who was 
nominated and appointed to lead the nation’s Air 
National Guard. 

“I am deeply honored to serve as TAG in a time 
when our state and nation need us more than ever,” 
Clellan said. “I look forward to the opportunity to 
build on what General Loh has accomplished and 
I am committed to ensuring we build an inclusive 
culture that is always ready and always there for the 
communities we serve.”

All but one of close to �00 COWG 3 Season Custom 
Embroidered Jackets were delivered or shipped by 
COWG Public Affairs to members in June 2020! 
Congrats to those who ordered jackets and are 
representing our organization when worn. Please 
wear them proudly and wear them often. When 
wearing your COWG jacket you’ll probably be 
asked by other members where you got it and how 
they can get one so tell them you ordered one when 
they were offered and they’re not offered often. 
Having a jacket makes you among the few who are 
now a walking billboard for the Colorado Wing and 
Civil Air Patrol attracting attention and interest in 
our organization. Be prepared to answer questions 
about CAP and what we do. 

For those who don’t have jackets, COWG is ordering 
new baseball hats in the fall of 202� and a number 
of squadrons are ordering some for their members. 
If you want a hat be sure to let your squadron com-
mander know so they can order enough to meet the 
needs of their members when they’re available. 
The hats will cost $�0 each and will have Colorado 
Civil Air Patrol embroidered on the front with the 
new COWG emblem embroidered on the back of 
the hat above an adjustable velcro strap to fit all 
head sizes.  
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100 COWG 
Jackets 

Distributed

Jacket New Emblem Col. John Rhoades Commander 
COWG C0-001 with Command Pliot Wings in Sunlight. 

New Adjutant 
General of 

Colorado Brig. 
Gen. Laura Clellan

CONG Brig Gen Laura Clellan is the new 
Adjutant General for Colorado appointed 
by Gov. Polis.
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Colorado Springs Cadet Squadron 
Earns Trip to Washington, D.C. 
for CyberPatriot Competition

With only two official entries by the April 26th deadline, a decision has been made on �st and 2nd Place for 
the COWG F-�5 Eagle Paper Airplane Challenge based on votes via reactions and engagements associated 
with the posts of the contestants’ photos of their respective F-�5 Eagle paper airplanes. 

It was very close but First Place went to Cadet Airman Molly Mitchell of the Eagle County Composite 
Squadron and Second Place went to Cadet Senior Airman Brody Thompson of the Banning-Lewis Cadet 
Squadron. Congratulations to both of the cadets for their beautiful airplanes. Here are some photos of their 
submissions. Cadets Mitchell and Thompson received their well-deserved prizes by mail.

F-15 Paper Plane Challenge Cadet Airman Molly 
Mitchell.

F-15 Paper Plane Challenge Cadet Senior Airman 
Brody Thompson.

COWG Virtual AE F-15 Eagle Paper 
Airplane Challenge

On May ��, 202�, COWG Group 8 
Emergency Services Officer, Capt 
Daniel Cochran, CAP, was honored 
by the �0th Air Base Wing at the 
U.S. Air Force Academy when he 
was recognized with the Volunteer 
of the Quarter award for January 
- March 202�. Capt Cochram is a 
civilian employee with the �0th 
Force Support Squadron at the 
Air Force Academy and serves 
as his Squadron’s Emergency 
Management Representative. He 
was selected for the award at the 
Squadron, Group, and Wing levels and was the top recipient of all 
who were nominated at the USAFA for the first quarter. His award 
recognized his many Civil Air Patrol volunteer service contributions 
during the COWG’s 2020 COVID missions and his current duties as 
COWG Group 8 Emergency Services Officer as well as his nearly �4 years of CAP service.

Capt. Daniel Cochran Recognized as 
10th Air Base Wing Volunteer of the 

Quarter at US Air Force Academy

Col. Andre Johnson, USAF, 
10th Mission Support Group 
Commander (Left) presents 10th 
Air Base Wing Volunteer of the 
Quarter Award to Capt. Daniel 
Cochran, CAP.

10th Air Base Wing Commander, 
Col. Brian S. Hartless (Left) and 
Command Chief Mathew R.D. King 
(Right), presented Capt. Daniel 
Cochran with the 10th Air Base 
Wing Volunteer of the Quarter 
Award trophy. 
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COWG Assists Food Bank of the 
Rockies with Food Distribution

Lt. Col. Lee Wade Signs Up 34 AEM’s!

Colorado Wing Civil Air Patrol members signed up to volunteer to assist the Food Bank of the Rockies at 
food pantry distribution sites around the state. Lt. Alexis Clements of the Highlander Composite Squadron 
and Lt. Col. Hank Eng of the Black Sheep Senior Squadron in left photo assisted at the Food Bank of 
the Rockies distribution center at Thrive Church, Federal Heights. Cadet �st Lt. Jack Borchelt and Maj. 
Kent Borchelt of the Highlander Composite Squadron in the right photo were “Hunger Heroes” helping to 
distribute food at another Food Bank of the Rockies distribution site.

COWG Director of Recruiting & Retention, Lt. 
Col. Lee Ann Wade gave a one-hour presentation 
on Friday, July 24th at Colorado Military Academy 
to 34 teachers explaining the benefits of using Civil 
Air Patrol STEM materials in the classroom. Lt. Col. 
Wade talked about STEM materials to enrich subject 
areas in cyber security, robotics, drones, and other 
subjects. As a result, she signed up 34 teachers as 
Aerospace Education Members with their enroll-
ment fee covered by CMA. The teachers are anxious 
to take their TOP flights as soon as possible. Way 
to go, Lt. Col. Wade!
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“Yet another person telling me I could not do things. 
Little did he know, I had plenty of people telling me I 
could… (Franklin J. Macon, Macon & Harper, 20�9 
p. �45).” On November �5, 2020, members of the 
Colorado Wing of the Civil Air Patrol, and friends 
of Franklin J. Macon gathered in a small outdoor 
ceremony in Colorado Springs, CO as Brigadier 
General Laura L. Clellan presented Mr. Macon 
with the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) Congressional 
Gold Medal. This medal was presented to male and 
female members of the Civil Air Patrol who served 
our country during WWII. Not only did Franklin 
Macon serve his country as a Civil Air Patrol Cadet 
and Senior Member, he was one of the original Tuskegee Airman. Fewer than �,000 pilots became part of this 
elite unit that trained and served as the first African-American military pilots in American Military Service. 

From an early age, Franklin knew he wanted to fly. School was not easy for him because of his dyslexia, 
which made learning to read very difficult, and his ability to find trouble. During a deeply segregated time 
in our country, he was also told that he could not do many of the things he dreamed of doing because of 
the color of his skin. In �94�, shortly after the inception of the Civil Air Patrol and the beginning of WWII, 
Franklin found people who believed in him. They were instructor pilots in the Civil Air Patrol. Not only 
did they teach him how to fly, they encouraged him to apply to flight school in Tuskegee, AL (Macon & 
Harper, 20�9). 

CAP Congressional Gold Medal 
Presented to Franklin Macon

Capt. Brittany Hardy, CAP
Colorado Springs Cadet Squadron PAO 

CAP CGM Evidence showing Franklin Macon in WWII 
era CAP Uniform #2.

Distinguished participants at the CAP CGM Presentation Ceremony honoring Franklin Macon’s WWII CAP 
service at Mr. Macon’s home in Colorado Springs.
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Mr. Macon’s ability to persevere through the many challenges that he 
faced in life demonstrate that you should follow your dreams even when 
people tell you that it is not possible. One of the people who received 
inspiration from Mr. Macon was (Ret) Lt. Col. Shawna Rochelle Kimbrell, 
United States Air Force. She decided in the 4th grade that she wanted 
to become a fighter pilot. Kimbrell knew what she wanted to do, and 
she stated, “I didn’t think about a back-up plan (Rojeck, 20�2).” Like 
Franklin, she joined the Civil Air Patrol to learn to fly. She never gave 
up on her dream and became the first African-American Female fighter 
pilot in the United States Air Force in 2000. After watching Mr. Macon 
receive the CAP Congressional Gold Medal, she thanked him for what 
he did to pave the way and inspire her to follow her dreams and continue 
to overcome racial barriers. 

As senior members in the Civil Air Patrol, Franklin J. Macon’s story 
should remind us how we can help all of our cadets fulfill their dreams. 
We should believe in them even when they face learning disabilities and 
behavioral challenges. When that paper airplane sails across the meeting 
room while we are trying to teach character development, we can use it 
as a teachable moment. As cadets, you can receive support, work hard, overcome challenges, and follow 
your dreams. During these challenging times when you are faced with virtual learning, delayed dreams, 
isolation from friends, and a new way of life, know that the Civil Air Patrol is here to help you.
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Brig. Gen. Laura Clellan, Adjutant General of Colorado, Presented the CAP CGM to Franklin Macon on November 
15, 2020.

CAP CGM Recipient Frank 
Macon - WWII CAP Cadet & 
Tuskegee Airman.

*Editor’s Note: Sadly, Mr. Macon passed away exactly one week after being presented with the CAP CGM 
at the age of 97. 
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IN MEMORIAM

Col. Greg Cortum
Former COWG, RMR and 
NRAT Commander
It is with our deepest sympathies 
that we report a loss to our 
Colorado Wing and RMR 
family. Former Colorado 
Wing Commander (2004-
2008), Rocky Mountain 
Region Commander (2008-
20�2) and National Radar 
Analysis Team Commander 
(20�3-20�7).

Col. Greg Cortum passed 
away in early November 2020. 
Blue skies and tailwinds Col. 
Cortum.

Unfortunately, our encampment at the Air Force Academy 
will not be possible again this year. The staff realizes how 
critical encampment is to a cadet’s career and we are doing 
everything possible to come up with alternatives. The wing 
now has a backlog of over 600 cadets who need encampment 
credit and we are pushing very hard to offer multiple Type B 
encampments this summer. We are also planning a number 
of new activities specifically designed to give cadets the 
opportunity to practically apply leadership theory they learn 
in the program to the real world. In planning activities, we 
will focus on flexibility to allow us to be able to execute 
even if we still have restrictions due to COVID.

Due to the hard work of our members, Colorado Wing 
continues to excel. Your commitment, dedication and efforts 
are greatly appreciated and are being noticed both inside 
and outside of CAP. Like many difficult times our country 
has faced before, COVID too will pass. I’m excited to get 
back out to see everyone in person and please stay strong, 
stay healthy and stay safe.

Commander’s Comments,
Cont. from page 1

Congratulations to the Rocky Mountain 
Region’s newest Spaatz Recipient, Cadet 
Col. Anaiya Harris!! The Spaatz Award is 
the highest achievement in the Civil Air 
Patrol Cadet Program and is only earned by 
less than .5% of all cadets. Cadet Harris is a 
member of the Thunder Mountain Composite 
Squadron on the Western Slope of the 
Colorado Wing. She is officially Spaatz 
recipient #2305. Congratulations Cadet 
Colonel Harris!

COWG’s New 
Spaatz Cadet, 

Cadet Col. 
Anaiya Harris

Cadet Col. Anaiya Harris Spaatz Cadet 
#2305 Thunder Mountain Composite 
Squadron
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Lt. Col. Rochelle Kimbrell, CAP (USAF Ret) got her start as a Civil Air Patrol cadet with the Colorado 
Wing’s Parker Composite Squadron. She received an appointment to the Air Force Academy and upon 
graduation proceeded to become the very first Black American female fighter pilot in the U.S. Air Force, 
serving as a trailblazer for generations to come. Last year on June 30th after twenty-two years of service, 
she retired from the United States Air Force and then rejoined Civil Air Patrol’s Colorado Wing as a senior 
member with the Pikes Peak Senior Squadron (PPSS). She is now a Civil Air Patrol Cadet Flight Orientation 
Pilot helping to train young men and women of all backgrounds to fly.  

Though Lt. Col. Kimbrell is an inspiration to 
many of all ages having recently participated 
in the Congressional Gold Medal presenta-
tion to WWII CAP cadet and Tuskegee 
Airman, Franklin Macon, was a featured 
speaker at the Arizona Wing Conference 
and is scheduled to speak at the Colorado 
Wing’s Conference, she especially enjoys 
speaking with young people who may not 
realize the sky’s the limit until they meet 
her. “I literally see the lights turn on in kids’ 
eyes when I talk to them when they realize 
that someone like me can go do something 
as cool as (being a fighter pilot),” Kimbrell 
said. “It’s really awesome to be able to go out and talk to them and have them light up and say, ‘I’ve heard 
people say that you can do whatever you want, but now I can put a face to the story and I can see that it 
can be done, which means I can go out and do whatever I want to do.’ That’s what I focus on and what I 
think is really important.”

Lt. Col. Kimbrell received her commission in �998 after graduating from the United States Air Force 
Academy, later she attended Undergraduate Pilot Training at Laughlin AFB, TX and was awarded her 
pilot wings in August �999. She then completed Introduction to Fighter Fundamental training at Randolph 
AFB, TX in November �999. In August 2000, she graduated from her initial F-�6 training at Luke AFB, 
AZ becoming the first Black American female fighter pilot in the USAF and in doing so, made history. 

Recently, Lt. Col. Kimbrell was asked to take part in the filming of a Discovery Channel’s CuriosityStream 
documentary on Bessie Coleman who was an American aviator and the first Black woman to earn a pilot’s 
license and who remains a pioneer of women in the field of aviation. In the CuriosityStream documentary, 
Lt Col Kimbrell had a chance to talk about her early interest in aviation and the opportunities provided 
through her cadet membership in Civil Air Patrol. There’s even footage of her flying a CAP aircraft as an 
O-Ride pilot teaching a COWG female cadet how to fly. 

We thank Lt. Col. Kimbrell for rejoining our ranks and sharing her experience and talents with the next 
generation of young, aspiring aviators. To paraphrase what Vitor Belfort said, “Legacy is not what you did 
for yourself. It’s what you’re doing for the next generation.”  
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Lt. Col. Rochelle Kimbrell Makes Air 
Force History and Returns to CAP 

By Lt. Col. Mike Daniels, CAP
COWG Director of Public Affairs & RMR Staff
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CAP Banner 2016 to Present 
Featuring COWG Commander 

carrying PPE.

Colorado Wing 
Featured on 

New CAP 
Display Banner

For CAP’s 80th anniversary, a seventh ban-
ner has been created by the National History 
Program offering coverage of the past five 
years of CAP activities. A poster to accom-
pany the banner is forthcoming. In addition, 
the “Cold War” and “New Millennium” 
banners have been updated to better conform 
with the new “Current Operations” banner. 
The newest banner for Current Operations 
20�6 to Present happens to feature our 
COWG Commander, Col. John Rhoades, 
carrying PPE to a CAP aircraft to fly an 
AFRCC mission sortie to deliver that PPE 
to a rural Colorado community.
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Jeffco Senior Squadron 
Flight Simulator

Jeffco Senior Squadron’s new Flight Simulator was set up in the 
squadron’s Ops Office at RMMA by 1st Lt. Dave Waples and Lt. Col. 
Gary Henderson. Lt. Col. Henderson (Center) shown here demonstrating 
the use of the simulator to fellow Jeffco Squadron member 2nd Lt. Frank 
Herman (Left) during a day of AFJRROTC O-Rides. Photo by 1st Lt. David 
Waples, Jeffco Squadron

Photo by 1st Lt. Linda Vecchiarelli, Jeffco Senior Squadron 

The Jeffco Senior Squadron unveiled their brand new Flight Simulator 
for cadet and senior training during their March �st, 2020 AFJRROTC 
O-Rides Day. The Flight Simulator was selected and procured by 
the squadron’s flight simulator committee after the Jeffco Squadron 
received a generous donation from the Ken & Myra Monfort Charitable 
Foundation solicited by Jeffco Squadron PAO and COWG DPA, Lt 
Col Mike Daniels, that was specifically earmarked for the purchase of 
this excellent system to help train CAP, AFROTC and AFJRROTC 
cadets and COWG CAP aircrew members.

Jeffco Senior Squadron 
Unveils New Flight 

Simulator

Compliments 
of a 

friend 
supporting

Jolly
Ranch 

16999 County Road CC
Kit Carson

719-962-3433

FARMERS INN
970-284-6100
109 3rd Ave., La Salle

970-945-8091 / 407 24th St., Glenwood Springs

Rocky Mountain Appliance Solutions
2224 Vassar Ave., Fort Collins, CO 80525

Phone: (970) 443-4367

Stoddard Funeral Home 
970-330-7301

3205 West 28th St. • Greeley, CO 80634
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As Pikes Peak Senior Squadron 
rang in 2020 with a growing 
membership, the excitement 
around new programs and col-
laborative ideas spurred innova-
tion and fun.  An Orientation 
flight rally in Pueblo for cadets 
turned into an expanded educa-
tion day with competitive air 
rocket launches constructed by 
cadets with PPSS AE officers 
Travis Pettegrew, Steve Denning 
and Alex Bendoyro and a radio 
communications laboratory with 
COM Officers Larry Gilliam and 
Wayne MacKirdy.  A Wing wide 
COMEX followed the next week-
end with pilots Steve Balsom 
and Dave Micheletti flying and 
relaying messages with other COWG aircraft across the state from dispersed locations.  

The first weekend of February, PPSS functioned as a remote launch base during the first SAREX of the 
quarter as a number of COWG members from across the Wing began a week of Inland SAR training in 
Denver with AFRCC officers and national level instructors.  CAP members worked collaboratively with 
many first responders from across the state in weighing probability of detection with research-based 
metrics and studying lost person behavior.  It was an exciting learning experience to work with the coast 
guard as well as SAR teams from other backgrounds.   Several weekends in February with good weather 
facilitated a successful Aircrew training day as well a weekend long Orientation Rally for the Colorado 
Military Academy cadets.  

PPSS also held some great classes including basic CPR and first aid taught by EMT Steve Denning and a 
Becker (Aircraft DF) class taught by Group III Commander Mo Hall with the 406 beacon.

In mid-March, COVID-�9 hit Colorado hard, similar to much of the country.  And our CAP lives, meetings 
and flying changed for the foreseeable future.   PPSS held their first April of several squadron meetings 
via MS Teams as did many Colorado squadrons.  With a couple of technical snags but a sense of humor, 
the online venue offered options via communications never tried before.  Throughout the next several 
months, PPSS and Group III offered training through MS Teams to its members as well as many Wing 
units including SLS (Chesi), a ground Urban Direction Finding course (Herrera), Introduction to the CAP 
sUAS program and training (Denning/Watson), AOBD Fam and Prep (Mo Hall), G�000 (Balsom) and 
Mission Scanner (Mena/Balsom).  In May, limited flying opened up to keep the aircraft and mission pilots 
in good shape and prepared to do missions, as needed.  

PPSS O-Rides with Lt. Col. Rochelle Kimbrell and Cadets Vernon and 
Gerber with parents September 2020.

Pikes Peak Senior Squadron Growing, 
Leading and Engaged

By Capt. Jen Knellinger, CAP
PPSS Commander and PAO 
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As the need for Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) grew across the state, Front Range assembly and 
transport of materials to rural hospitals/health care facilities and some tribal areas grew to weekly events 
and included a number of pilots and members in flying, driving and assembly of face shields. Decentralized 
missions and Incident Command became the norm as social distancing and operations/training continued 
in small groups facilitated by the approval of Phase I and then Phase II in July. Our aircraft maintenance 
chiefs (Goecker, Bucher with Murray, and Holstun) with our OPs team stayed busy through it all rotating 
aircraft and addressing issues as they arose.

Early in PPE transport, PPSS had opportunity to film one of its pilots (Tom Seymour) regarding his flying 
career/CAP involvement as well as a montage of cadet and senior squadron members assembling to load 
PPE into the GA8 – a plane that found its mission enhanced in Colorado by the ability to carry volume 
and weight to outlying Colorado communities.  Working with the Colorado Hospital Association, Project 
Cure, local food banks and PPE assembly stations engaged COWG volunteers in new ways with a vital 
purpose. 

In July, small Group training with aircrew and ground teams was reintroduced in Hangar �33 (COM) and 
�40 at Peterson Air Force Base with the use of power units on the aircraft.  Full panel, hands on training 
with the G�000 system and Becker electronics helped Mission Observers and new pilots to learn the muscle 
memory needed to prepare for training and evaluation flights.  As limited Cadet Orientation flights and 
flight/aircrew training resumed, stepped up masks, sanitation procedures of touchable aircraft surfaces, 
headsets and tracing sign-in of any gatherings has become the norm.  Safety procedures meant to protect 
the membership and families continues in earnest as COVID-�9 waves into the fall. 

By far, one of the most significant opportunities for CAP members education, training and virtual camaraderie 
at unprecedented levels came at the hands of the CAP National Team offering a free two-day meeting to 
all CAP members, nationwide in August. Many PPSS and COWG members took advantage of the once 
in a lifetime opportunity to hear about the current and future technology, operations, missions and vision 
of CAPNHQ.  The virtual chats across “Zoom” were a way to touch base and learn from others we might 
never meet otherwise.  

Throughout the last seven months of a worldwide pandemic, PPSS and COWG members have lost family 
members, jobs, endured illness/injury, moved away and been tested by distance/separation from family, 
friends and many formerly routine CAP activities that add to the human fabric of our organization.  Routine 
communication taken for granted in normal times has sometimes become challenging or strained but has 
also been the mother of invention in seeking ways to keep in touch with those we depend on to help us 
serve the missions of CAP. Looking out for each other and “Thank you” has never before been so important 
at all levels.  

Ironically, Pikes Peak Senior Squadron and other squadrons in Colorado have lost a few members but 
also gained many as we continue to create unique opportunities to connect and serve CAP’s mission to 
and with our communities, country and each other.  Our dedication to aviation and service missions may 
change with the times, disasters and need but the core philosophy of working as a team as part of the total 
force endures.
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Three COWG Members Selected for 
2019 National “Of the Year” Awards

WOW! Three Colorado Wing members were selected for 20�9 National “Of the Year” Awards! 
Congratulations to:

Captain Christel M. Houston, who was selected as the 20�9 Civil Air Patrol Character Development 
Instructor of the Year.

Captain Brian P. Foltz, selected as the 20�9 Civil Air Patrol Communicator of the Year.

Lieutenant Colonel Michael T. McNeely, who was selected as the 20�9 Civil Air Patrol Senior Member 
of the Year.



33 33
Peaks and Planes        Spring 2021

Congratulations to two Colorado Wing cadets on 
accomplishing their solo flights! Cadet 2nd Lt. 
Isaiah Bryant with the Colorado Springs Cadet 
Squadron was awarded the Billy Mitchell Award on 
August 3rd and is a graduate of the 20�8 Oklahoma 
Wing National Flight Academy. He flew his first 
COWG solo flight on August 5th. 

COWG Cadets Complete Solo Flights 
in Cadet WINGS Program

Photos by Lt. Col. Chad Grondahl, CAP
COWG Director of Ops

Cadet Master Sgt. Kate Franzel of the Vance Brand 
Cadet Squadron completed her first solo on August 
�8th. Cadet Franzel is a recipient of a Cadet WINGS 
scholarship, and the first Colorado Wing cadet to 
conduct her WINGS flight training in a COWG 
airplane. 
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Historic First for Colorado Military Academy
Cadet 2nd Lt. Asa Torres-Mestas 
Earns CMA’s 1st Mitchell Award

CMA Squadron First Mitchell Award 
Presentation to Cadet 2nd Lt. Asa 
Torres-Mestas. Photo by Maj. Marybeth 
Slocumb, Group 8 Commander

Cadet Torres-Mestas joins the �5% of cadets nationally who 
have earned this important milestone award. The Billy Mitchell 
Award is earned by cadets who have completed Phase II of the 
CAP Cadet Program, recognizing sustained excellence in all four 
areas of cadet life: leadership, aerospace, fitness, and character. 
Mitchell cadets must have passed comprehensive examinations on 
leadership and aerospace topics and have completed a weeklong 
encampment immersing them in a challenging Core Values and 
Stem environment. Once a cadet earns the Mitchell Award, he 
or she becomes a cadet officer, is promoted to the grade of cadet 
second lieutenant, and is challenged to lead and serve junior-rank-
ing cadets, while continuing to develop into a dynamic American 
and aerospace leader.

Cadet Torres- Mestas is currently serving in the Colorado Military 
Academy Cadet Squadron (RMR-CO-805). Colorado Military 
Academy is a tuition free public charter school serving grades 
K-��.

Cadet 2nd Lt. Asa Torres-Mestas serves as the Cadet Deputy 
Commander of Operations with the CMA Cadet Squadron and 
said that he’s proud to be the first officer in the CMA Cadet Squadron. He went on to say that the Civil Air 
Patrol cadet program has not only taught him discipline and standards but it has also changed his way of 
thinking to be more organized, critical, and passionate when it comes to getting things done. He’s not afraid 
to say he successfully transformed from an eager cadet to an influential teacher throughout his three years 
in the program, let alone at Colorado Military Academy and thanks CAP and CMA for this opportunity. 
He intends to now lead others to the same success he has achieved. 

Lt. Col. Nicole Roberts, Commander of the Colorado Military Academy Cadet Squadron said, “Cadet 
Torres-Mestas is a leader in his unit and school in so many ways, and now he has officially become a part 
of its history. I am so proud of his accomplishment and look forward to his growth in the Civil Air Patrol 
program.” 

2nd Lt. Christopher Corder, CAP
COWG Group 8 PAO
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COLORADO WING 2020 
“OF THE YEAR” AWARDS 

It is with great pleasure that Col. John Rhoades, Commander of the Colorado Wing announces the winners 
of the 2020 COWG “Of the Year” Awards. These recipients represent the finest members in each category 
from our five-wing region for their volunteer service during the previous year. These members were 
selected from nominations submitted from units around the wing and those selected were then nominated 
for Rocky Mountain Region “Of the Year” awards in their respective categories for the great work that they 
do. Winners at the region level are then nominated for National “Of the Year” awards in their respective 
categories. Please join Col. Rhoades in congratulating the following award winners who will receive a 
trophy and accompanying Commander’s Commendation for their wing level selection.  

Cadet Of the Year – C/Col. Anaiya Harris, CO-0�5

Senior Member Of the Year – Col. Gary Tobey, CO-�62 

Professional Development Officer Of the Year – Capt. John Chesi, CO-080 

DeCamp Ground Team of the Year – Group � Ground Team, Maj. Alex Nuckols, Capt. Mark Sheets, 
Lt. Col. Richard Maher, Maj. Steven Hughes 

Lt Col K. Riddle Aircrew Member Of the Year – Capt. Steven Balsom, CO-080 

Maj Gen Jeanne Holm AEO Of the Year – Capt. Barb Adams, CO-�36

Character Development Officer Of the Year – Lt. Col. Marc Peterson, CO-�59 

Jack Sorenson Cadet Prog Officer Of the Year – Maj. Jeff Caldwell, CO-�83 

George Texido Legislative Officer Of the Year – Col. Gary Tobey, CO-�62 

Historian Of the Year – Lt. Col. David Ellis, CO-022 

Col Bud Payton PAO Of the year – Capt. Jenny Knellinger, CO-080 

Maj Gen Wheless Legal Officer Of the Year – Maj. Gregory Deemer, Group � 

Communicator Of the Year – Capt. Carl McPhail, CO-�47 

Property Management Officer Of the Year – Lt. Col. Andrew Rajca, CO-00� 

In addition, the following members were nominated for Frank Brewer Memorial Aerospace Awards in the 
category listed. 

Lifetime Achievement Category – Lt. Col. Randall Carlson, CO-099 

Cadet Category – C/2Lt. Rachel M. Borden, CO-099 

Senior Category – Lt. Col. Donald Stanton, CO-�36 
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On December 8th, Civil Air Patrol’s Colorado Wing 
participated in a Western Air Defense Systems 
(WADS) training mission with the Colorado Air 
National Guard’s �40th Wing and the CAP air-
crew of Lt. Col. Chad Grondahl, COWG Director 
of Operations and Col. John Rhoades, COWG 
Commander, were honored to have the Adjutant 
General of Colorado, Brig. Gen. Laura Clellan, 
flying with them to observe. Other CAP COWG 
members participating in the air and on the ground 
were Lt. Col. Les Cox, Lt. Col. Jim Jenkins, Maj. 
Rob Yusko and �st Lt. Sanjay Tyagi. 

The F-�6 that intercepted the CAP Cessna was 
“Peak 6�” from the “REDEYES” - �20th Fighter 
Squadron, �40th Wing, Colorado Air National 
Guard, Buckley AFB, CO. One of the photos shows 
Pikes Peak in the background and NORAD’s north portal entrance to Cheyenne Mountain which is just a 
little bit to the left of the F-�6’s nose radome.
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COWG WADS FELIX-HAWK Mission 
with CONG

Felix-Hawk Mission selfie of Colorado Adj. Gen., Brig. 
Gen. Laura Clellan (Left), COWG Commander, Col. 
John Rhoades (Center) and Lt. Col. Chad Grondahl 
(Right) in CAP Cessna 206. 

Felix-Hawk Mission CONG F-16 “Peak 61” Intercept Aircraft with Pikes Peak in background as seen from CAP 
Cessna 206. Photo by Lt. Col. Chad Grondhal, Felix-Hawk Mission Pilot
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Mile High Cadet Squadron (MHCS) participated in 
the Wreaths Across America (WAA) service held 
at the Fairmount Cemetery on Saturday morning, 
December �9th, 2020. Due to COVID-�9 restric-
tions, the Colorado Wing only approved for five 
members of the MHCS to participate in the WAA 
ceremony.

The Mile High Cadet Squadron participating per-
sonnel consisted of Squadron Commander �St Lt. 
Stephen Schermerhorn, Maj. Norman Teltow, Cadet 
2nd Lt. Wyatt Greenheck, Cadet Chief Master Sgt. 
Merik Howell and Cadet Senior Master Sgt. Alexa 
Lang. In addition, Capt. Jenny Wehmeyer, MHCS 
PAO was approved by the Fairmount Cemetery staff 
to be present to take photos of the ceremony.

The squadron members placed 300 wreaths on 
the designated area of military veterans’ graves at 
Fairmount Cemetery. During the service, proper 
COVID-�9 safety measures were always followed. 
Squadron Commander �st Lt. Steve Schermerhorn 
performed the ceremony in front of the Veteran’s 
Memorial with MHCS members laying wreaths on 
each side of the monument. This was followed by 
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Mile High Cadet Squadron Commander Lt. 
Schermerhorn lays wreath at WAA Ceremony at 
Fairmount Cemetery.

Mile High Cadet Squadron Assists in 
Wreaths Across America Service at 

Fairmount Cemetery
By Capt. Jenny Wehmeyer, CAP
Mile High Cadet Squadron PAO  

Five representative members of the Mile High Cadet Squadron laying wreaths at WAA Ceremony at Fairmount 
Cemetery.
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Mile High Cadet Squadron members laying wreaths at VFW Memorial for 
WAA Ceremony at Fairmount Cemetery.

Mile High Cadet Squadron cadet lays wreaths at WAA Ceremony at Fairmount Cemetery.

laying the rest of the wreaths in 
the surrounding designated areas 
at the veterans’ gravesites. �st 
Lt. Stephen Schermerhorn and 
Maj. Norman Teltow also placed 
wreaths at the Nisei Japanese-
American Memorial honoring the 
Air Force veterans who fought in 
Europe during WWII.

MHCS would like to thank 
Lt. Col. Don Bolles, Group 4 
Commander and the Colorado 
Wing for making it possible to 
get approval for MHCS to honor 
our heroes and be part of the 2020 
Wreaths Across America.


