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COVER: Great Colorado Air Show U.S. Navy 
Blue Angels Performing in Arrowhead Formation. 
Photo by Lt. Col. Terry Thompson, TVCS. INSET: 
Rep (Lt. Col.) Dafna Michaelson Jenet, COWG 
Legislative Squadron Commander with COWG 
Commander, Col. John Rhoades before flight over 
the front range and capitol.  Photo by 1st Lt Linda 
Vecchiarelli, CAP, Jeffco Senior Squadron.

Commander’s Comments
Col. John Rhoades, CAP
Commander, Colorado Wing

I’m amazed at the resiliency 
our wing’s membership has 
shown during these difficult 
times. As we approach the 
2-year anniversary of the 
COVID pandemic, there is 
light at the end of the tunnel 
and things are starting to get 
back to normal. Even with 
all of the restrictions and 
uncertainty that came with 
COVID, Colorado Wing 
continued to execute mis-
sions at a record pace. 

Colorado Wing finished 
FY202� with a number of 
great accomplishments. We flew over 3,400 hours and �,000 
orientation flights for our cadets and had 5 cadets become 
private pilots. As the new fiscal year begins, this year looks 
to be much busier and we really need a lot of help at the 
wing level planning and executing activities. If you have ever 
wanted to help, now is the time to step forward.

As we move forward, you will see a renewed focus on the 
Core Value of Respect. Remember when you are working 
with other members that we are all volunteering that which 
is most valuable to us all, our time. Try to exercise patience 
and understanding in all of our communications, whether 
they are written or verbal. Remember that we are all on the 
same team, pulling in the same direction, trying to achieve 
unified goals.

I look forward to seeing everyone at this year’s activities and 
thank you all for what you do for this organization and your 
communities.
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The 202� ‘Perseverance’ Encampment, led by Lt. Col. James Osnes II and 
Cadet Commander Lt. Col. Jenna Jones was a stellar success, definitely one for 
the history books. The event made many firsts including being the first Type B 
Encampment since the �980s, the first Colorado Wing Encampment since the 
COVID lockdown in March of 2020, and the first Encampment to be held at the 
Army National Guard Readiness Center in Northern Colorado Springs. Over 
the course of two weekends, August 27-29 and September 3-6, Cadet Students 
learned the CAP Core Values, how to be a team of leaders, and expanded their 
knowledge of aerospace through amazing tours of museums as well as helicopters. 
However, what really set this Encampment apart were the challenges they overcame. 

During the Encampment, Cadet Students, the Cadet Cadre, and the Senior Members had the opportunity to 
meet the crew of a Flight for Life helicopter. Through several impressive tactical maneuvers, the tour came 
to the Encampment. Lt. Col. Osnes and Chaplain Breig manned the radios and directed the flight landing 
at the Readiness Center. The pilot, flight paramedic and flight nurse let cadets get inside the cockpit, ask 
questions, and climb on the metal fuselage to view the rotor system. Additionally, the Encampment Group 
visited the Peterson Air & Space Museum. Established in �982, the museum hosts several artifacts and 
affords glimpses into the past. Several volunteers, who have been a part of the Air Force’s detailed history, 
told their stories. It was a special opportunity, considering that many areas and volunteers hadn’t been able 
to open the museum in �8 months. One of these stories includes the radar airship, Constellation (EC-�2�) 
and its former crew member Bruce Long. 

Colorado Wing’s First Encampment 
Since 2019 is a Success

By Cadet Staff Sgt. Katelyn Osnes, CAP
2021 COWG Encampment Public Affairs NCOIC

Group 3 Encampment Flight for Life Fly-In Event. Photo by Cadet Technical Sgt. Eshan Kulkarni
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There were several guest speak-
ers who further inspired Students 
and Cadre alike. The CAP-USAF 
representatives hosted a panel 
about the many ways to join the 
United States Air Force. Col. 
Marc Peterson, (USAF Retired) 
engaged cadets in an important 
lesson about the Core Values. In 
addition, Lt. Col. Mike McNeely, 
CAP led the Group in a Colorado 
Wing tradition, the Aerospace 
Knowledge Bowl. Their message 
was presented to Cadet Students 
who, as an Encampment Group, 
represented 50% of the Squadrons 
in the Colorado Wing!

Cadets and Senior Members met 
the challenge of an unfamiliar, 
post-COVID environment with 
vigilance and strength. From having Flight Commanders who were also Cadet Students, to working with 
multi-use spaces, they created a dedicated team which strove for excellence during this unique encamp-
ment experience. The indoor drill floor served as the dining facility, drill area, volleyball court, classroom, 
contraband station, and finally as the banquet hall. Instead of a single set-up and tear-down, there were 
three weekends of set-up, tear-down and clean up. The Cadet Cadre experienced this firsthand, as they were 
required to convert their barracks into classrooms and back again every day. These dynamic rooms were 
moved successfully several times and proved to be one of the greatest, albeit unexpected, team leadership 
problems of the encampment. 

At the Encampment Banquet, 
Cadet Lt. Col. Jones left Cadets 
and Senior Members alike with 
this message: “By the time you 
left the first weekend, most of you 
had an idea of what you signed 
up for. And each and every one 
of you chose to come back.” 
This illustrates that encampment 
is possible, even in challenging 
times. These amazing feats were 
achieved even as COVID-�9 
changed the social landscape 
around the world, because it really 
is a matter of Perseverance.
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Group 3 Encampment Initial Assessment Cadet Capt. Dillon Hall, 
Encampment Cadet Deputy Commander.

Group 3 2021 Encampment Echo Flight preparing for drill practice. Photo 
by Cadet Staff Sgt. Katelyn Osnes
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The Colorado Military Academy recently received accreditation from The Association of Military Colleges 
and Schools of the United States (AMCSUS). CMA is a Science, Technology, Engineering and Math 
Charter School providing students structured training for their future educational and career endeavors. The 
school is also home to the Civil Air Patrol’s Colorado Military Academy Squadron in Colorado Springs, 
CO. AMCSUS was founded in �9�4 and serves as an advocate for the nation’s premier military colleges 
and schools.

Maj. Marybeth Slocumb, Commander of Civil Air Patrol’s Colorado Wing Group 8, said the accredita-
tion demonstrates how well CMA has incorporated the Civil Air Patrol’s programs into its curriculum. 
AMCSUS Director Col. Ray Rottman, (USAF, Ret.), said the accreditation was unanimously supported 
by the AMCSUS executive committee due to the school’s “outstanding faculty and staff, and extremely 
impressive student body.”

The CMA Squadron is one of 3� adult and cadet CAP squadrons across Colorado. Maj. Slocumb said, 
“This accreditation is a significant achievement for the unit, and for the school. Squadron Commander Lt. 
Col. Nicole Roberts and her leadership team have worked selflessly and tirelessly to deliver an exceptional 

Colorado Military Academy Receives 
National Accreditation

By Capt. Steve Hamilton, CAP 
COWG Group IV PAO

Colorado Military Academy Cadets in Formation.

Continued on page 11 . . .
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Retired Air Force Major General Ron Ladnier 
recently shared his thoughts on the professionalism 
and dedication of the Civil Air Patrol’s Colorado 
Wing. Gen. Ladnier joined the Wing in 20�9 after 
33 years and 5,000 flight hours of experience in 
the U.S. Air Force. His Air Force career includes 
commanding the first C-�7 squadron in the Air 
Force, and culminated with commanding the �7th 
Air Force, which oversaw U.S. Air Force operations 
in Africa. 

He brings a wealth of experience to the Colorado 
Wing, having served as president of Flight Safety 
Services Corporation, a $�30 million per year 
company which provides aircrew training to the 
U.S. Military. 

General Ladnier recently joined the Colorado 
Wing’s Black Sheep Squadron as a Lieutenant 
Colonel. Capt. Mike Schulte, the squadron com-
mander, said he was happy to have Gen. Ladnier 
in the ranks. “Ron brings a great deal of experience 
to our squadron. He is already a great Emergency 
Services resource, being qualified as a mission 
scanner, mission observer and transport pilot. He 
is always asking how he can help.” 

Meanwhile, Gen. Ladnier gave his impressions of the Colorado Wing. “I am amazed at how much experi-
ence the senior members in our squadron have. We have pilots who have over 20,000 flight hours in the 
military and with the airlines. That’s not a typo – 20,000 hours. Others have even flown search and rescue 
for the Coast Guard. 

“That same depth of experience extends to many other areas critical to running a Civil Air Patrol unit. For 
example, some of our Information Technology folks currently work for Microsoft and Jeppesen. Other 
experienced individuals include financial officers, lawyers, a broadcaster, law enforcement officers, a nurse, 
a doctor, and many others. The diversity of career fields represented is simply impressive.” 

Gen. Ladnier also offered observations about the volunteers in CAP. “Everyone’s spirit of volunteerism is 
humbling. I know it’s a CAP core value, but folks in the squadron really live it. For example, I am impressed 
with how some dedicate weekend after weekend to do cadet orientation flights, and how much personal time 

Accolades for Colorado Wing from 
Retired Air Force Major General 

By Capt. Steve Hamilton, CAP
Black Sheep Senior Squadron PAO 

Maj. Gen. Ron Ladnier, USAF Ret.

Continued on page 11 . . .
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Civil Air Patrol experience for the 
Cadets. I am happy to celebrate 
this accomplishment with them, 
and to see them continue growing 
in excellence.”

Colorado Military Academy 
earned their Civil Air Patrol 
squadron charter in 20�7 and is 
one of only three CAP squad-
rons currently associated with a 
military academy, nationally. The 
squadron accepts Cadets between 
6th and �2th grade. Students 
who are 9th grade and above 
are required to join as active 
Cadets in the Civil Air Patrol in 
order to attend Colorado Military 
Academy. 

CMA has the largest squadron 
in CAP’s Colorado Wing, with 
�47 active Cadets and Senior 
Members, and has logged the 
highest number of Cadet flying 
hours per year since 20�9. Cadets 
earn rank through accomplishing 
the tasks required through Civil 
Air Patrol programs including 
flight instruction, aerospace 
education, honor guard, search 
and rescue techniques, model 
rocketry, drone operation and 
cyber security.

National Accreditation,
Cont. from page 7

some have dedicated to qualify 
as incident commanders, or to 
fill other positions in the incident 
command post. I’m impressed 
with folks who travel to D.C. for 
legislative engagement and with 
those who volunteer their time 
even when they have their own 
aircraft. 

“Finally, Capt. Schulte consis-
tently encourages us to improve. 
We are always exercising to 
ensure we’re fully ready for our 
evolving mission. In addition to 
participating in region and wing 
exercises throughout the year, the 
squadron holds training events to 
benefit individual team members, 
and to improve our work with 
other squadrons. 

“Can you imagine how much time 
is spent on planning for training 
events? On more than one occa-
sion, I’ve had folks spend hours 
of their personal time covering 
material with a small group, or 
just me.” 

He also expressed his excite-
ment about the opportunity to be 
involved with the dedicated mem-
bers of Black Sheep Squadron. 
“It’s a pleasure to work with 
such a professional and dedicated 
bunch of folks. I stay in the books 
so that I can keep up!” 

Gen. Ladnier will serve with 
the Black Sheep Squadron as an 
Emergency Services Officer. 

Accolades,
Cont. from page 9

Call Us: 
303-942-1386

3600 S. Yosemite St. 
Suite 330

Denver, CO 80237

www.goldenspikeroofing.com

Dillmann’s 
Custom Concrete

970-566-2777
P.O. Box 57 

Timnath, CO 80547 
www.dillmannscustomconcrete.com

premier paragliding school and a full service 
dealer of paragliders and equipment

Thank you CAP for all your 
hard work & dedication 

towards saving lives!

Crazy L Ranches
6265 Huerfano Road 
Avondale, CO 81022k

CommerCiAL or residentiAL

   ajshirkroofing.com   970-669-6999
330 Lincoln Ave., Ste. #110

Loveland, CO 
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What an amazing time at the Kennedy Space 
Center and Cocoa Beach FL! It was simply 
a dream come true to meet extraordinary 
people in person at this event brilliantly 
organized by the organization, Back-to-
Space, to celebrate the 50th Anniversary 
of Apollo �4. Among those in attendance 
were BTS members Danielle Roosa / 
Founder of BTS and Grand-Daughter 
of Astronaut Stuart Roosa, Michael 
Gorton / CEO **, his wife Shelley Laine 
/ musical artist and performer during the 
Celebration Dinner, Heater Sisson / CMO, 
Matthew Thompson, PhD / President, and 
�� Ambassadors / Organizers including 
Chris Franklin *, former Cadet and now 
Senior Member of the Thompson Valley 
Composite Squadron / Civil Air Patrol 
USAF Auxiliary.

As a note, Back-to-Space was built for a 
critical mission, taking the next generation 
to new frontiers, while creating a renewed interest in space for all age groups; it is a for-profit company 
designed to inspire the next generation to develop an innate love of science, engineering and space 
(Backtospace.com).

Also present were Charlie Duke, Astronaut LMP Apollo �6 and CAP-COM for Apollo �� Mission, Walt 
Cunningham, Astronaut LMP Apollo 7, and Gerry Griffin, Apollo Program Flight Director from Apollo 
7 thru Apollo �7.

During the first afternoon, we had the chance to meet each one of them at the Hotel, and then at the Kennedy 
Space Center Astronaut Hall of Fame.

The second day, we were able to interview and listen to life testimonies from the children of the Apollo 
Astronauts: Laurie and Julie Shepard, daughters of Al Shepard, Astronaut, first American in Space and 
Commander of Apollo �4 (�923-�998), Jack and Allen Roosa, sons of Stuart Roosa, Astronaut CMP Apollo 
�4 (�933-�994), also present were Danielle and Kathryn Roosa, granddaughters of the late Astronaut, Karlyn 
and Kimberly Mitchell, daughters of Edgar Mitchell, Astronaut LMP Apollo �4 (�930-�994).

Colorado Springs Cadet Squadron 
Earns Trip to Washington, D.C. 
for CyberPatriot Competition

Continued on page 15 . . .
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Back to Space celebrating the 50th 
Anniversary of Apollo 14 at the 

Kennedy Space Center and Cocoa 
Beach - June 18 & 19, 2021

Celebrating 50 Years of Apollo 14. Group photo with Lt. Col. 
Bruno Kioussis, TVCS.

By Lt. Col. Bruno Krioussis, CAP
Thompson Valley Composite Squadron
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That same day, we enjoyed the Celebration Dinner at the Saturn V Room in Kennedy Space Center. Photos 
were taken with Astronauts, Charlie Duke and Walt Cunningham, and Apollo Program Flight Director Gerry 
Griffin. The Dinner was attended by over one hundred VIP guests and sponsors such as SpaceX, Phantom 
Space Corporation, and AllenX Exploration just to mention a few. The tables were set up underneath the 
well-attached entire Saturn V Rocket, gigantically hanging above us!

The opening statements were from organizers, Danielle Roosa and Michael Gorton, then several speeches 
and stories from the Astronauts and Apollo Program Flight Director, Sponsors were recognized, and a grand 
finale performance by Shelley Laine and her Country Music Band. It was to me such an overwhelming 
experience. As for Chris Franklin, his words “remember the people and missions that demonstrated what 
this country is capable of when we work together towards meaningful goals” touched my heart.

After hours of live interviews, hundreds of photos, 2 full days of joyful moments, fascinating life stories, 
and breathtaking memories, Back-to-Space with the 50th Anniversary of Apollo �4 Celebration made this 
event above and beyond all my expectations. In my mind, childhood memories of the Mercury, Gemini and 
the Apollo Programs sprang to life. Then, with Michael Gorton’s presentation of the new Back-to-Space 
project: the “Lunar Landscape Experience” that will be built in Jacksboro, Texas, I cannot wait to walk 
on the moon!!!

As a final note, I would like to say thank you to the former Cadet and now Flight Officer Christopher 
Franklin** from the Thompson Valley Composite Squadron - Colorado Wing - Rocky Mountain Region 
- Civil Air Patrol USAF Auxiliary for inviting me to this lifetime event, and for joining me at the Kennedy 
Space Center on the third day. I also asked Chris not to mention to anyone that we slid down the slide for 
children at the Space Shuttle Atlantis exhibit; he said not to worry because he doesn’t speak English…

I have hope now that the next generation of Americans will bring our country back to the future! Chris and 
his Ambassador Friends made all of us proud.

Thank you Chris, thank you Mike, thank you to all of you present on that day, and thank you Apollo �4! 

New COWG Hats Available 
The new Colorado Wing embroidered hats have arrived! 

The hats have an adjustable Velcro strap closure in back 
so one size fits all and there’s no button on top so it’s 
more comfortable to wear with headsets. These hats 
were pre-ordered by COWG squadrons so please let your 
squadron commander know right away if you want one. 
Most of the shipment of 500 hats has now been delivered 
to those squadrons who pre-ordered and there are now 
less than 80 still available. Once they’re all gone, they 
will not be re-ordered anytime soon. Commanders need to 
contact Lt. Col. Mike Daniels, COWG Director of Public 
Affairs to purchase hats at mdaniels@cap.gov.

New COWG hat front 
with triangle prop 
command shield.

New hat back with 
COWG emblem and 
Velcro closure.

Apollo 14,
Cont. from page 13
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Cadet Technical Sgt. Elsa Cavender with Highlander Composite Squadron may only be entering her 
Junior Year in High School this fall but has overcome many obstacles and has become an advocate for 
herself and others along the way. Cadet Cavender was diagnosed with depression and anxiety in 6th grade 
following a traumatic time for her and her family, where her dad had passed away from suicide and her 
mom was diagnosed with cancer. She struggled with her mental health for several years before getting the 
appropriate help. 

She was one of the lucky ones, and due to support, access to mental health care, and a strong drive to reach 
her goal of being a military helicopter pilot someday, she is learning how to cope and improve her mental 
health. She has turned the tables, and in addition to advocating for herself, she has begun advocating for 
others who may not have access to receive help for their mental health. Cadet Cavender has presented 
several times to our squadron on her story, encouraging cadets to help others and speak up; this can include 
reaching out to a person of trust, not necessarily directly helping them. She makes sure cadets know they 
can come to her and she will listen, always has resource numbers or contacts available to hand out, and 
ensures everyone that they aren’t alone. 

Taking Action on Mental Health
COWG Cadet Testifies on Two Bills and 

Puts Elsa’s Law in Motion
By 1st Lt. Tami Clements, CAP 
Highlander Composite Squadron PAO

Cadet Technical Sgt. Elsa Cavender presenting on mental health at Highlander Composite Squadron.
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As a sophomore in high school, Cadet Cavender 
has testified on two bills that were put before the 
Colorado Legislature. Rep. Dafna Michaelson-Jenet 
along with Rep. Kevin Van Winkle sponsored, 
HB2�-�258, Rapid Mental Health Response for 
Colorado Youth, which would give school-aged kids 
in Colorado access to a mental health screening, and 
if needed, three therapy sessions, all paid for by the 
state. Rep. Dafna Michaelson Jenet also sponsored 
bill HB2�-�068, Insurance Coverage Mental Health 
Wellness Exam. This bill would add a requirement 
to insurance to require a mental health wellness 
examination, just as a physical is required.

Cadet Cavender is now working on creating “Elsa’s 
Law” which would implement a progressive mental 
health curriculum in Colorado K-�2 public schools. 
According to Colorado Public Radio, teen suicide 
rates have increased by 58% in only three years in 
Colorado. If Colorado can educate students of all ages on mental health and provide them with adequate 
resources to identify concerning signs in themselves and their peers, we can reverse the statistics. She hopes 
to present the bill within the next few legislative sessions. 

HB2�-�068
Insurance Coverage Mental Health Wellness Exam - https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb2�-�068

HB2�-�258
Rapid Mental Health Response For Colorado Youth - https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb2�-�258

Please view this news story with a video clip of Cadet Cavender testifying on HB2�-�258 before state law 
makers - https://denver.cbslocal.com/.../colorado-kid-mental-health/

Cadet Technical Sgt. Elsa Cavender speaking with 
Col. Gary Tobey.

Cadet Technical Sgt. Elsa Cavender speaking with Cadets about mental health at Highlander Composite 
Squadron.

Peaks and Planes        Winter 2021-22
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The Colorado Wing of the Civil 
Air Patrol congratulates the �29th 
and �34th Cadets to earn a Private 
Pilot Certificate under the CAP’s 
Cadet Wings Program. Cadet Col. 
Anaiya Harris from the Colorado 
Wing was the �29th Cadet to earn 
her PPC on August 27, 202� and 
on Friday, September �7, 202�, 
Cadet Rachael Johnson from the 
Air Academy Cadet Squadron 
was the �34th Cadet to earn her 
Private Pilot Certificate via Cadet 
Wings. 

The CAP’s Cadet Wings program 
helps cadets with obtaining their 
Private Pilot Certificate, recog-
nized by the industry as the first 
milestone for those who have a 
serious desire to pursue a flying 
career.

Two More COWG Cadets Earn Private 
Pilot Certificates via Cadet Wings 

Program

Cadet Col. Anaiya Harris 129th Cadet earned PPC under CAP’s Cadet 
Wings.

Cadet Rachael Johnson earns Private Pilot Certificate under Cadet Wings 
Program Sept 17, 2021.
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One of the Critical Disaster Relief (DR) operations designated by CAP is blood collection and transport: 
known as Operation Pulse Lift. On April �2, 20�7, the Arizona Wing of CAP was the first Wing that began 
Operation Pulse Lift (OPL); providing Blood Support Teams of personnel, and logistics to the American 
Red Cross; hosting temporary Blood Donor Centers (BDC).

In April 2020 the demand for blood became critical as the nation had lost 80% of its nation-wide donor sites 
due to precautionary COVID closures. Once again CAP stepped up and by April 202� CAP had hosted 59 
(BDC) events, supporting the collection of units of blood from CAP Wings and �4 BDC sites.

Also in April 202�, under US Northern Command-HQs �st Air Force, OPL began transport and BDC 
augmentation to the Armed Services Blood Program (ASBP) through the Air Force Blood Program Office. 
This included collections at Dyess AF Base, and Joint Base San Antonio. This effort has since been 
expanded to include Wright-Patterson AFB, Keesler AFB, and most recently the Air Force Academy in 
Colorado Springs. 

During the week of September 27th this mission was 
successfully carried out at the Air Force Academy. 
Under the guidance of Capt. Christina Jones, Air 
Academy Cadet Squadron Commander, and with 
direction from Maj. Jean Marie Jones of SWR-TX-
�87 from Lackland AFB who had previously par-
ticipated in OPL events, this mission ran smoothly. 
Some 25 Colorado CAP members including cadets 
assisted with the daily duties. These duties included 
set up, patient assistance, tear down and packing of 
supplies. The drive was expected to see 200 donors 
pass through the donor center over three days.

The Colorado Wing had a few members step up 
and donate blood including a Spaatz Cadet who is 
now a Junior at the Air Force Academy, Benjamin 
McFarland Spaatz #2235. Majors Alex Nuckols, 
Thompson Valley Composite Squadron and Jean 
Marie Nixon from San Antonio and myself also 
gave their all (in Blood).

Since 20�7, Operation Pulse Lift has conducted ��3 BDC events collecting 6,369 blood units, reaffirming 
CAP as the number #� Volunteer Emergency Management Agency in both 2020 and 202� according to 
the International Association of Emergency Managers. It has also become the largest and longest CAP 
response mission since WWII resulting in more lives saved in a single �st Air Force mission and more than 
(�9,�07) lives potentially saved than all combined missions in CAP’s 80-year history.

Colorado CAP Joins Armed Forces 
Blood Drive in Operation Pulse Lift

By Maj. Mike Fassi, CAP
COWG Asst Director of Public Affairs

Maj. Alex Nuckols, Commander of TVCS donating 
blood at USAFA.
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On Monday, Sept �3th, CO State Representative 
(Lt. Col.) Dafna Michaelson Jenet, Commander of 
the Colorado Wing’s Legislative Squadron, met at 
Rocky Mountain Metro Airport in Broomfield with 
Col. John Rhoades, COWG Commander, Col. Gary 
Tobey, COWG Govt. Relations Advisor, Lt. Col. 
Reid Lester, COWG Govt. Relations Advisor and 
�st Lt. Linda Vecchiarelli, COWG Jeffco Squadron 
Aircrew Photographer for an Orientation Flight in 
a CAP GA-8 aircraft. Rep (Lt. Col.) Michaelson 
Jenet flew over Denver including the Colorado State 
Capitol Building, Denver City & County Building, 
Empower Field at Mile High and front range sites 
as she learned more about how the Colorado Wing 
has been supporting the state and communities 
through the pandemic with delivery of PPE, medical 
supplies and vaccines while executing search and 
rescue missions, assisting with disaster relief and 
providing cadets with aerospace education, STEM, leadership skills and flight training. Afterward, Col. 
Tobey and Lt. Col. Lester presented Rep (Lt. Col.) Michaelson Jenet with a Colorado Wing hat to proudly 
wear or display in her office. All members of the Colorado State and Federal Legislative Squadrons are 
invited and encouraged to schedule an orientation flight and Col. Tobey and Lt. Col. Lester have done an 
excellent job in recruiting a very high percentage of our state’s elected representatives and senators to the 

wing’s legislative squadron. 

 State Representative Michaelson 
Jenet Flies with COWG Commander 

By Lt. Col. Mike Daniels, CAP 
COWG Director of Public Affairs.
Photos by 1st Lt. Linda Vecchiarelli, CAP
Jeffco Senior Squadron, Aircrew AP

Lt. Col. Rep Dafna Michaelson Jenet, Legislative 
Squadron Commander with Col. John Rhoades, 
COWG Commander at Rocky Mountain Metro Airport 
prior to fight in CAP GA-8 aircraft.

Lt. Col. Rep Dafna Michaelson Jenet displaying COWG 
hat after meeting with Lt. Col. Reid Lester and Col. Gary 
Tobey, COWG Govt. Relations Advisors.

Lt. Col. Rep Dafna Michaelson Jenet listening to Col. 
John Rhoades, COWG Commander as he shared info 
about CAP’s various missions while flying in the clouds 
above Denver.
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In August of 202�, the Rocky Mountain Liaison Region, CAP-USAF Detachment 7, welcomed new lead-
ership. Lt. Col. John W. Baker took command from Col. Patrick Eldridge, and Lt. Col. Gia Petz became 
the Reserve Forces Director, a position that was vacant from the retirement of Lt. Col. Allena Lewis. John 
and Gia are new to CAP and CAP-USAF, but have been learning quickly as they bring a new energy to 
the region.

Lt. Col. Baker was born and raised in Maui, 
Hawaii. At age �7, he was accepted to the 
United States Air Force Academy, and began 
his journey in the Air Force. Upon graduating 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology in 
2004, John attended pilot training on a Navy 
exchange program at Naval Air Station Whiting 
Field in Florida, flying the T-34 Turbo Mentor, 
and then earning his wings at Naval Air Station 
Corpus Christi, Texas where he flew the T-44 
Pegasus. He selected the EC-�30H Compass 
Call, an electronic attack variant of the C-�30 
Hercules, and was stationed at Davis-Monthan 
Air Force Base in Tucson, Arizona for nearly 
six years. While in Tucson, John married his 
wife, the former Terri Lynn Stadler, a native 
of Loveland, Colorado and they adopted their 
loyal dog, Porter. He earned qualifications as an 
instructor and evaluator pilot, graduated from 
the Air Force Advanced Instrument School, and 
earned a Master’s Degree in Aviation Education 
before being selected to return to Colorado as 
an Initial Flight Screening instructor pilot in the 
DA-20 Katana in Pueblo.

While stationed in Pueblo, John and Terri 
welcomed their sons, Bennett (20�2) and Miles 
(20�4). John gained a renewed knowledge of 
single-engine aircraft operations, and became 
a certified flight instructor. His duties allowed him to solo 45 young officers in the DA-20 as they learned 
the basics of flight and earn their way to Air Force or Navy pilot training. The Baker’s time in Colorado 
was cut short when John was promoted to Major and selected for Air Command and Staff College in 
Alabama, where they lived for a year while he earned another Master’s Degree in Military Operational 
Arts and Sciences. Upon graduation, John was assigned to a Headquarters Flight Examiner position in San 
Antonio, Texas. 

CAP-USAF RMLR Welcomes New 
Leadership

Rocky Mountain Liaison Region, CAP-USAF Detachment 
7, Commander, Lt. Col. John W. Baker (left) and Lt. Col. 
Gia Petz, Reserve Forces Director.

By Lt. Col. Mike Daniels, CAP
COWG Director of Public Affairs
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At Lackland Air Force Base, John with the Chief of Aircrew Standardizations and Evaluations for Intelligence, 
Surveillance, and Reconnaissance aircraft, he gave flight evaluations on the U-2S Dragonlady and its T-38A 
Talon companion trainer, the EC-�30H Compass Call, the RQ-4 Global Hawk, and the multiple variants 
of the RC-�35 Rivet Joint. He was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel and received an assignment back to 
Colorado to teach cadets to fly the Cirrus SR-20 at the USAF Academy airfield. Lt. Col. Baker served as 
the airfield’s Chief of Safety and then Operations Support Squadron Director of Operations before being 
selected as the next commander of the RMLR. Lt. Col. Baker is a Command Pilot with 3,900 flight hours, 
including �,600 combat hours through 6 deployments to support operations in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Lt. Col. Gia Petz was born and raised in Shoreview, MN. She knew early on that she wanted a career in 
aviation after watching her father, fly in the Air Force and the airlines. Choosing the military path, she 
chose to get her undergraduate degree in Business at Montana State University in Bozeman, Montana, and 
in 2002 she earned her degree and commission thru AFROTC. Gia attended pilot training and earned her 
wings at Columbus AFB in Mississippi, flying the T-37 and T-�. Upon pilot training graduation she was 
selected to fly the C-�7 Globemaster at McChord AFB, Washington. During her first assignment flying 
the C-�7, she deployed twice to different locations supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation 
Enduring freedom, flew over 500 combat hours, and upgraded to aircraft commander.

In 2007 Gia married her husband Scott Petz who was flying the F-�6 in the South Dakota Air National Guard. 
Together they moved to Colorado Springs where Gia flew C-2�’s at Peterson AFB, and Scott supported 
Operation Noble Eagle, the Homeland Defense Alert mission that was stood up after 9/��. During Gia’s 
time flying the C-2�, she upgraded to instructor and evaluator pilot, and graduated from Combat Aircrew 
Tactics course at Ft. Dix New Jersey. Circa 20�0 the Remotely Piloted Aircraft (RPA) community was 
growing and Gia changed her trajectory and left the mobility path to join the RPA community. 

In 20�� the Petz’s moved from Colorado Springs to Las Vegas, Nevada. Gia and Scott welcomed both 
of the children while stationed in Las Vegas, Clara (20��), and Wyatt (20�3). During Gia’s assignment 
at Creech AFB, Indian Spings, Nevada (40 miles north of Las Vegas), she ultimately became an MQ-� 
Predator instructor pilot, helping grow the force of RPA combat pilots. Scott continued his AF career and 
flew as a F-�6 Aggressor and Thunderbird pilot. During her time at Creech Gia flew and instructed over 
�300 combat hours in the MQ-�, while in the USAF and USAFR. 

In 20�7 the Petz’s time in Vegas had come to an end and they made their way back to Colorado Springs, 
where Gia transferred to the Colorado Air National Guard (COANG), flew the C-2� and began a secondary 
career as a 737 First Officer with United Airlines. During her time with the COANG, she earned multiple 
disaster preparedness FEMA certifications while she was an Air LNO for the Joint Force Headquarters, 
Joint Operations Cell, and continues to support the United States Air Force Academy Remotely Piloted 
Aircraft program, flying both the RQ-�� Raven and RQ-20 Puma. Following a restructuring of the COANG’s 
C-2� aircraft, Gia transferred to the AFRC and was selected to be the next Reserve Forces Director of the 
RMLR. Lt. Col. Gia Petz is a Command Pilot with a combined total of 4,500 flight hours, including over 
2,000 combat hours, and 3 deployments in support of OIF and OEF.

John and Gia form an energetic leadership team, guided by the experience of the RMLR staff and cadre of 
reservists, that hope to bring great things to CAP and CAP-USAF as we emerge from the overcast of the 
coronavirus pandemic. They look forward to attending many events and integrating with units across the 
region to empower our members to masterfully execute our missions.

Peaks and Planes        Winter 2021-22
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On August �6th, an eagle circled over Golden’s Rolling Hills Club House in 
clear view of about �25 people gathered below for a special celebration of life 
event for a great man who had served so many. For former Jeffco Squadron 
member Richard “Dick” Sargent had passed away just weeks earlier while 
attending a Rotary Club gathering.

Speaker after speaker from the various organizations in which Dick Sargent 
belonged honored him with stories about his life and character. Several paid 
tribute to Dick’s many contributions and the profound impact he had in 
their respective organizations. All the meanwhile, the majestic eagle soared 
above. 

The eagle happens to be the emblematic symbol for the VIP rank of Colonel. 
Coincidentally, Dick Sargent was a “full-bird” Colonel in the United States 
Marine Corps (USMC). 

Civil Air Patrol’s Lt. Col. Mike Daniels presided over opening ceremonies as a 
Colorado Wing Civil Air Patrol Color Guard with cadets from the Highlander 
Composite Squadron and Mustang Cadet Squadron posted the colors. And Lt. Col. Daniels was one of 
many distinguished speakers that represented civil, military, and political organizations in paying homage 
to Colonel Sargent. Mid-way through the life celebration ceremonies, he gave a particularly stirring tribute 
to Dick Sargent’s CAP career while expanding on a theme of “Service Above Self” in the context of the 
CAP mission(s).

Dick Sargent had not even started flying for Civil Air Patrol until he was 70 years old, yet he was both a 
highly effective and productive member of CAP’s Jeffco 
Squadron. Lt. Col. Daniels highlighted Dick Sargent’s 
noteworthy CAP achievements which included having 
earned both the CAP Find Ribbon as well as a Save 
Ribbon. In 2009, Dick was Colorado Wing’s Col. William 
Hines Aircrew Member of the Year award recipient. He 
was presented the prestigious award from the former CO 
Wing Commander, and soon to be National Commander, 
Major General Ed Phelka.

The multiple speakers from various organizations col-
lectively made one thing quite evident. Dick Sargent not 
only had a purpose to serve in the four-score and seven 
years of his life, but he was also able to very effectively 
re-purpose himself many times over with many different 
organizations. One such example, Dick was a proud, �957 
graduate of the US Naval academy yet recruited fervently 
for many years for the US Merchant Marine Academy 
(USMMA). The experienced USMC jet-aviator and his 

Tribute to Lt. Col. Dick Sargent, CAP
By Lt. Col. Brian Smiley, CAP
Jefferson County Senior Squadron

Col. Dick Sargent and 
Patricia Sargent wedding 
portrait.

Lt. Col. Dick Sargent of the Jeffco Squadron 
receiving the 2009 COWG Col. Bill Hines 
Aircrew Member of the Year award from then 
COWG Commander and now CAP National 
Commander, Maj. Gen. Ed Phelka.
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wife, Dr. Patricia Sargent (also a former CAP COWG Jeffco Squadron 
member), mentored and prepared �50 Colorado students for matricula-
tion into the USMMA at Kings Point, Long Island (NY). 

Col. Sargent had no fear of commitment; he lived a life of service to oth-
ers whether for the USMC, USMMA, CAP, Rotary Club International, 
or the Denver Rose Society. He made significant contributions to them all. One speaker waxed eloquently 
of Dick Sargent’s “irrepressible” spirit of service. This past year, he served as President of the Denver 
Rose Society. And his public service even included a run for Governor of Colorado in �994. Albeit an 
unsuccessful run, Lt. Col. Mike Daniels reminded us of Ralph Waldo Emerson’s definition of success that 
“To know that even one life has breathed easier because you have lived. This is to have succeeded.” 

All in attendance would agree that Dick Sargent’s success reached heights that few others have experienced. 
To fly that high, any aviator knows, you need supplemental oxygen. And as Dick himself often said, “people 
are my oxygen.”

The celebration of life ceremonies, replete with full military honors 
befitting a career officer, gave so many such beautiful closure for the 
loss of Dick Sargent. A USMC Honor Guard ceremoniously folded 
the flag of our nation, presented it to the family, while a Marine bugler 
performed taps and the rifle squad rendered a 2�-gun salute before the 
large gathering. 

CAP was well represented among the many organizations at this event 
to honor Colonel Sargent. The fellowship of CAP attendees included 
former Colorado Wing and Rocky Mountain Region Commander, Col 
Gary Tobey, Color Guard chaperone, �st Lt. Tami Clements, and Lt. 
Col. Gene Munson as well as both current and past Jeffco Squadron 
members who attended in solidarity to say goodbye and to pay respects 
to one of their own. Jeffco members included Hap Burnham, Lt. Col. 
Wes Morosco, Lt. Col. John Peticolas, Lt. Col. Brian Smiley, �st Lt. 
Robert Patlovany, and Capt. Randy Settergren. And we are proud of 
our fellow squadron member, Lt. Col. Mike Daniels, who gave an 
especially artful tribute that brought honor to Dick Sargent, himself, 
the Colorado Wing and Civil Air Patrol. He helped us say goodbye 
to our friend, Dick Sargent, knowing that Dick’s “irrepressible” spirit 
will soar around and within us for many years to follow. 

Honor Guard Marines holding an 
unfolded U.S. flag for the 21 Gun 
Salute and playing of Taps. 

Marine officer presents folded U.S. 
flag to Patricia Sargent.
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COWG CAP Color Guard members from the Highlander Composite 
Squadron and Mustang Cadet Squadron with Marine Corps Honor Guard 
at Col. Dick Sargent’s Celebration of Life.  
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Pikes Peak Squadron Supports 
Investigation of Thunderbird 
Crash Site

The Air Show Producers asked me to thank everyone for their efforts in helping them make the Great 
Colorado Air Show at the Northern Colorado Regional Airport, October �6th & �7th, an incredible success. 
Colorado Wing CAP members and friends scanned in over �4,000 tickets for Saturday’s show and more than 
�3,000 for Sunday’s event. Everyone from the Air Show committee, Code 4 Security, the Police, EMS and 
Airport personnel commented as to the professionalism and courtesy displayed by our Cadets and Senior 
Member volunteers. Our COWG CAP members were the first to meet and greet Air Show attendees and 
although the Navy’s Blue Angels were the draw and star of the show, attendees will indubitably remember 
CAP’s ubiquitous presence. In total, over 60 Cadets and Seniors participated in a grueling two-day event 
which started at 0700 and ended around �700 each day. And this was after working all day on Friday doing 
the setup for the CAP aircraft static display and the recruiting booth.

Our Civil Air Patrol display was a big attraction at the show and at one point it was estimated that there were 
over a hundred people with children of all ages waiting in long lines to check out our open CAP aircraft. This 
lasted almost all day and continued well after the show concluded as people were in no hurry to go home. 
We had a limited supply of COWG hats for sale and gave out some CAP and COWG stickers and unfor-
tunately ran out of all of our recruiting materials by midday Sunday. Thanks to the many Senior Members 
who stood by the aircraft all day to explain the CAP story and the operations of our aircraft. As it happens, 
our recruiting efforts were so successful that after the show on Saturday the Air Force Academy glider 

By Maj. Mike Fassi, CAP
COWG GCAS Project Officer & Asst. Director of Public Affairs 

COWG at the Great Colorado Air Show
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Great Colorado Air Show TVCS booth with CAP 182 Static Display.
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display was moved from their 
previous location to almost under 
our wing. 

Over 2,000 pictures were taken by 
our CAP media team. Thanks to 
our CAP members, their families 
and friends who made this a great 
team effort and had it not been for 
you and your willingness to help, 
we could never have made this 
such an enormous success. We 
will now debrief and discuss how 
we could possibly make this event 
even better should CAP be asked 
to participate in the future.
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Great Colorado Air Show A-10, P-51 and F-22

Great Colorado Air Show Blue Angels in Tight Formation. Photo by Lt. Col. Terry Thompson 


